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A brief. Conſideraie e ſome Things (which has a 
=: 1 endency to diſtreſs the Minds of weak Believers) ___ 
: - maintained by a Reverend GENTLEMAN from wh 
_ SCOTLAND, and now Preacher at Margaret · Street, =, 
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Let brotherly Love continue. Hes. xiii. 1. 


My little Children, Let us-not love in Word, neitherf in Tongues. 
| butt in N and in Truth. 1 1 Jon” iii. 18. | 
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HE. following Dialogue is upon a fubje& of 
general concern, and of the moſt intereſting 
nature ; therefore it is humbly offered to the ſerious 
conſideration of all, and, through the Divine bleſſing, 
may be of great uſe to promote goſpel faith, and 
brotherly love among Chriſtians of all denominations: 

Various are the opinions which have been formed 
of the | Chriſtian doctrine and worſhip ; but I verily 
think, that there nas been a greater contraſt.between 
the tempers- of profeſſors than their ſentiments in 
many reſpects, which has occaſioned much wrangling 


and ill-nature, to the great diſhonour of the Chriſtaan 5 2 
name, and abſolutely contrary to the genius of tibhbe 
Goſpel. But, bleſſed be God, we live in happier - 


times; which muſt be imputed much more to his 
over-ruling providence than to any real change of 
temper amongſt profeſſors in general, which is too 


evident in the conduct of ſome, who cenſure and 


ſpeak evil of all who differ from them, and look | 
upon every attempt to unite the affections of Chriſ- 


tians to each other as militating againſt true religion; 


and I will not deny, that this may be juſtly ſaid of 


ſome who are not much concerned about the truth 


of the Goſpel, and therefore put every opinion about 
religion upon a level; but I cannot ſee, that becauſe 
I love a perſon who acknowledgeth the great truths 


of the Goſpel, (and whoſe deportment is in the gene- 

fal conformed to it) as a truly religious man, although 

he differs from me in ſome things, that therefore 1 
13 . by : 
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muſt look upon thoſe points held by him of the ſame 
authority with theſe, which, on deliberate enquiry, I 
have found to be truly ſcriptural : neither do I think 
that it is any breach of Chriſtian love to converſe in 
a candid and affectionate manner, (with a view to the 

glory of God) about the grounds of our difference, 
| while we leave every man to be fully perſwaded in 
his own mind as in the ſight 'of God ; being fully 
aſſured, that in the main truths of the Goſpel we are 
agreed, and that our difference about ſome things 
doth not ariſe from oppoſition, but from education 
and different perceptions, therefore we cordially love 
each. other as the genuine diſciples of Chriſt; and fo 
far as we agree, join mutually in worſhipping and 
confiding in the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, the one eternal God, who hath called us out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous tight, thus endeavouring 


to edify one another in love. A conduct different 


from this is expreſsly forbidden by our Lord, Mark 
ix. 39. Feſus ſaid unto him, Forbid him not, for there 
7s no man can do a'miracle in my name that can lightly 
ſpear evil of me; 1o it may be truly ſaid, that no man 
can place entire confidence in Chriſt for eternal fal- 
vation, and lightly diſobey him ; and all ſuch as love 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ought to be highly regarded 
by us, though in ſome things we may differ, For 
ſuppoſing I may have attained to a more full know- 
ledge of the Scripture than another, yet if I have not 
the ſpirit and temper of the Goſpel, I am more ma- 
terially deficient than he who is really a partaker of 
that ſpirit, though dark in ſome points contained in 
the word of God; and as love is the diſtinguiſhing 
mark of a Chriſtian, therefore we ought to cheriſh it 
in ourſelves, and promote it in others, according to 
the will of Chriſt, who ſaith, A new commandment [ 
give unto you, that you love one another, Love is that 
which he himſelf hath exerciſed in a moſt marvellous 
manner, and in the higheſt degree, even to us Who 
are hell-deſerving ſinners, which cannot but recom- 
mend it to all who profeſs faith in him; and the more 
5 fully 
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fully we are enabled to ſee the incomparable beauty of 
the Lord, and are perſwaded of his ſpecial love to us, 
the more ſhall our hearts be attracted and aſſimilated 
to him, and to.all who are formed into his image; 
but, although I heartily and earneſtly wiſh, that all 
the dear children of God were fully perſuaded of their 
particular intereſt in Chriſt, yet I am far from agreeing 
with the Reverend Mr. Barclay, who maintains, that 
full aſſurance of ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt is eſſential 
to faith, ſo that none are believers, nor the children 
of God, who are not thus perſuaded. This, his aſ- 
ſertion, bas not only a tendency to diſtreſs the minds 
of thoſe whom God would have comforted, but it is 
alſo contrary to his holy word, which I ſhall endea- 
vour in a few inſtances to Sew; and allow me 
humbly to obſerve, that this Gentleman preaches of 
faith as if all other miniſters denied it; whereag many 
do declare, in a more ſcriptural way, that that faith 
which is of the operation of God is accompanied 
with ſweet conſolations to the ſoul, and good hope 
(through grace) of eternal life, in and by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, which is received directly by faith 
without works. But they differ much from him in 
warning profeſſors in general againſt reſting in an 
empty and. fruitleſs faith, ſcriouſly ceclaring, that 
however full and ſtrong their aſſurance of faith may 
be, yet if it is not productive of good works, it is not 
the faith of God's elect, and they have the conduct 
of Chriſt and the Apoſtles to countenance them. 
Matth. vii. 21. Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, ſball enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he 
that doth the will of my Father which is in Heaven. 
Their calling him Lord, implies that they had faith; 
their repeating it, ſays chat it was an appropriating 
faith and glorying in him; but their not doing the 
will of God, proved that their faith was not from a 
divine principle wrought in the ſoul, nor having a 
real union to Chriſt, therefore it profiteth nothing 
unto ſalvation. Again, St. Paul ſaith, 1 Cor. xiii. 2. 
T, my I have all an, o that 1 could remove moun- 

tains, 
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. Fains, and have not charity, I am nothing; ſo that a 
man may have the faith of working miracles, and not 
have that faith that worketh by love; and yet ſuch 
perſons are generally very confident of their intereſt 
in Chriſt; whereas thoſe who are the ſubjects of real 
grace, and of that faith which purifieth their hearts 
unto the unfeigned love of Chriſt and all men, eſpe- 
cially thoſe who are of the houſhold of faith; they, 
I fay, who have leaſt reaſon to fear concerning their 
intereſt in Chriſt, are often attacked with doubts 
about the reality of it; for Satan, their great adver- 
ſary, will not (if he can) ſuffer them long to enjoy the 
exerciſe and comfort of that faith, which is tothem the 
ſubſtance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not ſeen, their victory over the world, and 
that whereby they reſiſt the Devil, as alſo the ſhield 
by which they quench his fury darts; and we may 
with great propriety aſſert, that, that faith which 
was never violently aſſaulted by Satan, is not of 
God, for all that is of the grace of the Holy Ghoſt is 
ſtrongly oppoſed by him, who goes about like a 
roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. 
and he even preſumed to tempt our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf; Matth. iv. 3. When the tempter came unto 
Him, he ſaid, If thou be the Son of God, command that 
theſe ſtones be made bread. Did he thus throw his 
fiery darts at the green tree, and will he not do it to 
"the dry? Did he tempt the only begotten of the 
Father in this as well as in other things, and will he 
let thoſe who are only the adopted ſons and daughters 
of God, will he, I ſay, let them go free? Surely, no: he 
deſires to ſift them all as wheat, and unweariedly en- 
deavours to take from them this piece of their 5 
armour; which may be compared to Moſes's hand, 
when it was lifted up, Iſrael prevailed; but when it 
was down, Amalek prevailed; even ſo when this di- 
vine faith of aſſurance in Chriſt, as the Lord our 
righteouſneſs, ſtrength, and ſalvation: I ſay when 
ttzhis faith is in lively actings on Chriſt as aforeſaid, 
under the power of the Holy Ghoſt, then the Chriſ- 
1 8 tian 
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tian becomes a conqueror over Satan, and all his 
connections only in and through Chriſt, who hath 
loved him, and therefore Satan endeavours to make 


Z them queſtion, this their intereſt, well knowing that 


if this is weakened, ſo will all the other parts of the 
Chriſtian armour be; and this his temptation has 
ſometimes power over them; 1ſt, From the ſenſe 
they have of the greatneſs of their iniquities and 
hell-deſervedneſs. Pſal. li. 4. 2dly, By the ſight 
they have of the fink of fin which is in their hearts, 
therefore they are eaſily brought to think that there 
is nothing of Chriſt in them, becauſe of ſo much cor- 
ruption and unbelief. Prov. xxx. 2, 3. 3dly, By 
the Lord's ſometimes withdrawing the ſweet mant- 
feſtations of his love, either for ſin done, or for the 
prevention of it. Pſal. xxx. 7. Thou hideſt thy face, 
and I was troubled. Laſtly, The tempration is 
ſtrengthened by ſome awful Providence which they are 
under, as Aſaph in the 73d Pſalm, Heman in the 88th 
Palm, Job, and many others recorded in Scripture, 
But poſſibly Mr. Barclay may with ſome others ſay, 
that as Chriſt is ſpoken of in his ſtate of humiliation 
by the Prophets and in the Pſalms, therefore all theſe 
parts which expreſs diſtreſs or dejection of mind, are 


1 only to be applied to Chriſt, and not to his people; 


for it is he that repented for us, that was tempted 
for us; and the ſtony heart is taken away from us in 
him, and when he was born, we were born in him, 
and all that is ſaid of a work of grace in the hearts 
of his people, and the fruits of it in their lives, &c. 
is all to be applied to Chriſt, no alteration being (as 
they ſay) in his people, but is all in him. It is, indeed, 
aſſuredly believed by all who are taught of God, that 
his eternal Son did actually aſſume human nature 
into a perſonal union with himſelf, and in his human 
nature was tempted, dejected, was deſerted for a 
while of God and of man, obeyed the precept, and 
bore the penalty of the law, ſuffered both in body 
and in ſoul, in life and death, in the moſt painful 

and ignominious manner; and all this he did in the 

is 
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law room of his people, for be was made fin for uc, 
tho knew ng ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs © 
of Ged in bim; but doth this exempt them totally © 
from all afflictions, "temptation, mourning, ' and {| 
death? No, ſurely : we fee that they are ſubject to 
all afflictions, both in body and mind, even as Chriſt 
was; their ſufferings are in no degree, or in no ſenſe 
meritorious. This was only peculiar to Chriſt's doing 
and dying; neither doth his people ſuffer in any re- 
ſpect like unto him, either in regard to the degree 
or cauſe of his ſufferings; all his were the fruit of a 
broken covenant, and the penalty and curſe of the 
law. Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt bath redeemed us from the | 
curſe of the law, being made aicurſe for us; lo that in 
this there is an effentialt. and material difference be- 
tween the ſufferings of Chriſt and the ſufferings of 
his people; all their afflictions come in the way of 
mercy, accompanied with new covenant bleſſings, 
and the end of them all js, not meritoriouſly nor 
efficiently, but inſtrumentally to take away fin. 
Iſai. xxvii. 9. They are fo far from being freed from 
a likeneſs to Chriſt in heart and life, that they are 
abſolutely appointed to it: For hom he did fore- | 
know, he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son. Rom. viii. 29. And this conformity 
does conſiſt in a likeneſs to him in temptations, ſuf- 
ferings, holineſs in heart and life, death, reſurrection 
and eternal glory; the purpoſe of God is not that 
Chriſt only ſhould be all this for them, but that 
they alſo ſhould in all this be conformed to him in 
their meaſure. Is Chriſt holy, ſo ſhall they be holy, 
being after God created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, © 
_ Ephel. iv. 24. Is Chriſt pure, meek, humble, &c. 
ſo are they called to be, and ſo ſhall they be, Matth. 
V. 5,: 8. Matth. xi. 29. Did Chriſt abound in good 
works, ſo ſhall they, for they are God's worzmanſhip 
created in Chriſt Feſus unto good works. Eph. ii. 10. 
Was Chriſt hated and perſecuted by the world, ſo 
ſhall they be, John xv. 18. Did Chriſt while in our 
world weep and mourn, ſo ſhall they under the in- 
uence 
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fluence of the ſpirit of grace. They ſhall ook upon me 
whom they have pierced, and ſhall mourn for him, &c. 


Zech. x11. 10. And thus 1 might ſhew, that in every 


thing there is a near reſemblance betwixt Chriſt and 
his people, both as the reſult of his eternal purpoſe, 
and the effect of his divine grace in the hearts of his 
choſen, in their vital union and growing up into 
him; and this union might be illuſtrated by many 
natural things; let one inſtance ſuffice, viz. the vine: 


the fulneſs of life and juice is in the root; yet if the 


ſame juice and life is not diffuſed to the branches, 


they will be fruitleſs, die, and wither; ſo if Chriſt. 


doth not communicate of his life and fulneſs to us, 


we have abſolutely no communion with him. In a 


word, though what is ſaid in the Scriptures, con- 
cerning diſtreſs and dejection of mind, was eminently 
experienced by, and fulfilled in, our Lord Jeſus , 


Chriſt, yet it was alſo experienced perſonally by the 


Saints whom we read of in the Scriptures; many were 


filled with great fears through various temptations, 
and as it was then, ſo it is now; for though the Lord 
' hath ſaid concerning the enemy, hitherto ſhalt thou 
come, and no further; and he will not ſuffer his 
people to be tempted above what he enables them 
to bear, but will make a way for their eſcape; and 
_ Chriſt hath prayed that their faith fail not, therefore 
It ſhall never finally be vanquiſhed ; nevertheleſs, 


Satan is ſometimes ſuffered to make their hearts to 
faint, and their hands to hang down, till the Lord 
is graciouſly pleaſed to come, both in an immediate 


way to their hearts, with divine ſupport, and inſtru- 


mentally, by raiſing up againſt the enemy his faithful 
miniſters in all ages; who, like Aaron and Hur, 


hath Jaboured hard to bear up the Lord's people's 
hand of faith; not encouraging their doubts, but 


endeavouring to expel them, by ſetting before them 


the fulneſs, freeneſs, efficacy, and perpetuity of rich 
ſovereign grace, which reigns through Chriſt Jeſus unto 
eternal life, and is unto all, and upon all them that be- 
eve. And in this they act agreeably to their divine 
_ . "" | 


inſtructions: 
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inſtructions from their heavenly maſter, who hath 
ſaid to all his miniſters, Comfort ye. comfort ye my 
people, ſaith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Feru- 
ſalem, and cry unto her, that her wwarefare is accompliſbed, 
. that her iniquity is pardoned; for ſhe hath received of 
the Lord's hand double for all her fins, Wai. xl. 1. The 
perſons here ſpoken of are the real people of God, 
and the ſubjects of his grace, and ſuppoſed to be in 
diſtreſs,” with doubts and fears, reſpecting the remiſ- 
ſion of their fins ; therefore the prophet, and all the 
. miniſters of Chriſt, are warranted, yea, even com- 
manded to ſet before his people, and, in a miniſterial 
way, to apply to them in a ſpecial manner, all the 
benefits flowing from the everlaſting love of God, 
and the mediation of our Lord It ſus Chriſt. He has 
commanded his miniſters to preach the goſpel to 
every creature ; and ſinners in general are called to 
repent, and believe the goſpel; but the comfort and 
privileges of it are only. to be applied in the aforeſaid 
way, by miniſters to thoſe who are brought under the 
power of it, by ſeeing the abſolute neceſſity of an 
intereſt in Chriſt, while, at the ſame time, they are 
filled with doubts and fears; and therefore, the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel are commanded again and again 
toftrengthen the weak hands, to confirm the feeble knees, 
and to ſay to them who ure f a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, 
fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, 
even God with a recompenſe ; he will come and ſave 
you, Iſai. xxXy. 4. And as the Lord hath thus en- 
joined his miniſters, ſo his own conduct is agreeable 
thereunto: he firſt woundeth, and then healeth; he 
killeth, and he maketh alive; he firſt convinceth of 
ſin, and then of righteouſneſs. I will not ſay how 
long or how ſhort a time the Lord may ſuffer his 
people to lye in their wounds, as it were,: before 
they are healed; it is ſometimes inſtantaneous, by 
the application of the blood of Chriſt to the wounded 
"conſcience, as ſeems to have been the caſe of Lydia, 
and many others recorded in the New Teſtamenr, 


Acts Xvi. 12 whereas we ſe it otherwiſe 1 
| the 
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the jailor mentioned in the ſame chapter, and eſpe- 
cially in regard to the converſion of Saul, chap. ix. 
and fo we find the Lord's people at times, even after 
their acknowledging the Lord for their God, brought 
into fears and doubts, not from any abſolute reaſon” 
for it, but from the aforeſaid cauſe, and the weak - 
neſs or littleneſs of their faith; which, I ſuppoſe, 
will be admitted of, being expreſly declared in the 
Scriptures ; for our Lord ſays, O ye of little faith, 
wherefore doſt thou doubt. We ſee the perſon our 
Lord ſpoke to was a believer, though weak in faith; 
which 1s a full proof that real believers are ſubje& to 
| doubts, yet our Lord does not conſign them over 
to hell, becauſe they doubt, but he graciouſly re- 
moves their doubts, both miniſterially and efficiently; 
and in proof of this, I might cite a great part of the 
word of the Lord. Hear him thus ſpeaking the fol- 
lowing comfortable words to the diſtreſſed and doubt-: 
ing Zion: Ifai. xlix. 14. But Zion, ſaith the Lord, 


= hath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me: here 


is a double doobt; firſt of his affection, and ſecondly/ 
of his memory; but, O what a gracious anſwer, fully: 
adequate, to remove the doubts of his people. Cam 
a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſoe ſhould not 
have compaſſion on the ſon of hen womb: yea, they may, 
yet will not I forget thee, faith the Lord, Behold, 
have engraven thee upon the Palms of my bands; thy. 
walls are continually before me. And as the words o 

the Lord, ſo the grand and eternally memorable 
work of mercy, which, I think, ſeems to be pointed 
at in the forementioned verſe, under the phraſe; th 
palms of my hands, is, I ſay, repreſented as having a 
particular reſpect to doubting ſouls, who are often 
attacked with great fears about their eternal con- 
cerns, Heb. ii. 14, 15. Foraſmuch then as the childrew 
are partakers. of fleſh. and blood, be alſs himſelf, took 
part of the ſame; that through death, he might deſtroy 


him that had the power of death, that is, 5 Devil; 


and deliver them, who, through fear of death, were all 
Heir * lime ſubject to _— If it ſhould- be que. 
| ried 
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ried who they are that are ſpoken of, it is manifeſt 
by the firſt clauſe, that they are the children of God, 
both by electing love and regenerating grace; for 
the life here ſpoken of is not ſimply their temporal 
life, for in their natural ſtate, they are as un- 
cerned and free of doubts about ſpiritual things as 
others. While the ſtrong man armed keepeth the 
houſe, the goods are in peace; therefore we are to 
underſtand, that ſpiritual life which they are made 
takers of, by virtue of their vital union with 


Chriſt, from that period they are leſs or more ſubject. 


to fears, not ſimply of the. death of the body, but 


of eternal death, as the deſert of their ſins. Pfal. 


XXX1X. 13. Thus have I touched upon ſome inſtances 
amongſt many, whereby it is abundantly evident, 
that the Lord doth both ſpeak to, and ſend his mi- 


niſters to comfort and encourage his people, (Who 


are prone to deſpondency and full of fears) by ſetting 
before them, and by his ſpirit applying to their 
hearts, the rich promiſes of his everlaſting love and 
boundleſs grace, revealed in the Scriptures of truth, 
and which reigns through Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal 
life. But. the forementioned Gentleman declares, 
that thoſe who doubt of their intereſt in Chriſt are 
not the children of God. This is, indeed, offending 


_ the generation of God's people, and ſaddening the 


hearts ” m_ — qo. would have made 
glad; for althoug are weak, yet they are his 
children; ſo the Lord ſpeaks concerning Ephraim. 
Jer. xxxi. 20. L Ephraim my dear ſen? Is he a plea- 


fant child? It implies the affirmative, that he indeed 


was all this unto the Lord; and though all ſuch as 


Ephraim was have much fears and doubts, yet they 


are ters of real grace, and poſſeſſed of true 
faith, being fully perſwaded of the reality and dig- 
nity. of Cbriſt's perſon and character in every reſpect 
according to the Scripture, and verily believe the 
fulneſs and efficacy of his grace, and the perfection 
pf his righteouſneſs, to the juſtification of all thoſe 
who are cloathed therewith, and vitally —_— to 
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him; but their fears and doubts proceed from a 
temptation, to think that they are not of the happy 
number, while they are earneſtly breathing after both 
an intereſt in him and conformity to him; which are 
all evident effects of that grace which is of the ope- 
ration of God, and accompanies ſal vation; and al- 
though doubts and fears are both diſtreſſing to the 
ſoul and diſhonouring to God, as it is a degree of 
diſtruſt of his love and faithfulneſs, yet, as they are 
through. divine grace brought to mourn over the 
iniquity of their ways, and the degeneracy, corrup- 
tion, and unbelief of their hearts, the Lord will not 
deal with them as if. they were the children of the 
Devil; for though he be the high and lofty one that 
:nhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy, he faith, 7 
dwell in the high and holy plate, with him alſo that is 
of à contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of 
the bumble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones, 
_ Hai. lvii. 15, verſe 18 I have ſeen his ways, and will 
heal him; I will lead him alſo, and reftore comforts #6 
him and to his mourners. But Mr. Barclay would ex- 
clude from every degree of hope every doubting 
ſoul, and all who condole with them; which is dia- 
metrically oppoſed to the text, and far from the con- 
duct of our bleſſed Redeemer, who will not break the 
bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax; his errand 
into the world was to Bind up the broken hearted, io 
appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for afhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garments of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs," Iſai. 
Ixi. 3. And as all this, and much more to the ſame 
+ purpoſe, is contained in the teſtimony of God, how 
can he pretend to believe it, when he is ſo oppoſed 
to it; for if the Lord does himſelf ſpeak, and fend 
his miniſters to comfort his people under diſconſolate 
apprehenſions concerning their eternal ſtate, - then 
it: follows, that the people of God are ſometimes in 
doubts and fears, and to deny this is to diſcredit the 


teſtimony of God in this point. | 


The above Gentleman tells us, that unbelief is 
w 54 | a the 
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the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. It is, indeed, true, q 

that every degree of fin is againſt the one eternal © 
God, Father, Son, and Hoh Ghoſt; and that un- © 
belief, in the groſſeſt ſenſe of the word, is an ingre- 4 
dient in that ſin which is ſaid to be againſt the Holy 8 
Ghoſt; but I humbly: think, that it fully appears 
from Matth. xii. 31, 32. and its connection with the A 
preceding verſes,” that the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
is the imputing all the wonderful and gracious effects 
done in proof of, and in conjunction with, the doc- 


0 trines of Chriſt, and wrought by the power of the 
„ Holy Ghoſt, | both externally and internally in the, 7 
[| hearts of his people; it is, Iſay, aſcribing all this to 
| the agency of the Devil, from a malicious heart and F 
FT wicked deſign, even. againſt the conviction of their: 7 
i own minds. John ix. 41.—Hebi x. 29. This is a. h 
1 ſin of the moſt complicated nature, and not what 

[| may be called ſimple unbelief, even when taken in 


the higheſt ſenſe of the word; for though there are 
ſome who have much fears and doubts, yet they are 
il partakers of real grace, and poſſeſſed: of the. eſſence 
| of Goſpel faith; which lies not ſimply in. believing 
1 our own intereſt in Chriſt, but in believing that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Son of God, and receiving him as our 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King, confiding in him alone 
for eternal life. They who thus believe, from a di- 
vine influence on their hearts, ſo that they turn to 
God from the love and practice of ſin, and alſo from 
all confidence in their own righteouſneſs, ſeeking juſ- 
tification and acceptance with God, through the alone 
doing and dying of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This, I ſay, 
is true faith; and even admitting that there is a degree 
of unbelief in their doubting, yet they are not to be 
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denominated unbelievers, as thoſe who abſolutely diſ- 

| credit the truth of Chriſtianity ; and even this, ſome. 
of the real children of God have been tempted at 
EI: times to queſtion, yea, and almoſt ready to give it 
= up, as David, Pſal. cxvi. 11. I ſaid in my haſte, all 
1 men (that is, the Prophets as well as others) are 


liars. But though it was real unbelief, yet it was 
| AN * 
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not the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, as they were re- 
covered from this and all ſin through rich and ſove- 
reign grace; but thoſe: who commit this ſin ſhall ne- 
ver be ſaved; It is not as he gloſſes it; viz. If any 
man ſpeak againſt the Holy Ghoſt, if he repents not 
of it, it ſhall never be forgiven him; but this is ab- 
ſolutely foreign to the text, read it. I hoſoe ver 
ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son of Man, it fhall be for- 
given him (but not without repentance and faith in 
his blood). But whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
world nor in the world. to come, becauſe God in his 
holy Sovereignty has denied to all ſuch the grace of 
r TW 7217 Hh T1920 FI9T 5 
. He obſerves, that by this world (in the text) is 
meant the Jewiſnh ſtate, and by the world to come, 
the Chriſtian ſtate; to prove which, he quotes Heb. 
1. 2. By whom alſo be made the worlds. — The worlds 


in this verſe are all things that he upholds by the 


word of his power, verſe 3. This is declared by the 
Apoſtle as an undeniable proof of Chriſt's Godhead; 
for he it is who made and upholds all worlds, both 
viſible and inviſible. This is the plain and genuine 
ſenſe of the text; therefore his gloſs is a perverting 
of it, and weakening the arguments for the Deity of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſtrengthening the hands 
of the Arians, who labour hard to evade the force of 
this and every other text of the ſame ſcope; for the 
worlds which Chriſt made, mentioned in the text, 
he yet upholdeth by the word of his power; but the 
Jewiſh world, as he calls it, was, in fact, diſſolved 
before the Epiſtle to the Hebrews was wrote; there- 
fore it could not be intended in the worlds, or all 
things which our Lord then did, and yet doth up- 
hold. Neither will his meaning ſtand on Matth. 
xii. 32. for the Chriſtian world, as he terms it, did 
commence at the incarnation and miniſtry of Chriſt. 
As when the Sun appears, the night is paſt, and the 
day is begun; juſt to when Chriſt, the glorious Sun 
of righteouineſs, arole, the night, or Jewiſh world, 

£1 began 
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began to vaniſh away; therefore the world to come 
in the text, cannot mean the Chriſtian world, be- 
cauſe it was actually come; ſo that by this world in 


the text is meant, this preſent ſtate of exiſtence, and 
by the world to come, the future ſtate to which 
we are all haſtening. This is the true, and, I be- 
lieve, the univerſally received ſenſe of the words; 
and to deny it is in effect to deny a future ſtate; for 
the inſt ruction given us in this text is, firſt, that we 
are all immortal creatures, and ſhall exiſt in a world 
to come; ſecondly, that hoſoever ſhall fin as afore- 
ſaid againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall not be forgiven, 
neither in this world nor that which is to come; 


every other ſin that we approve of, indulge, and live 
and die in, ſnall not be pardoned in the world to 


come any more than this. For where the tree falleth, 


there ſhall it be; but every other fin that through 

grace is repented of, ſhall, for Chriſt's ſake, be for- 

given in this life; and though my of God's choſen 
| 


and called people may and have left this world under 


a cloud, without any clear evidence of their fins 


being forgiven, yet in the world to come, and in the 


day of judgment, it will be made manifeſt, that they 
were vitally united to Chriſt, and ſanctified by the 


faith that is in him, and their iniquities forgiven 


them before they left this preſent ſtate or world; 3 


this is agreeable to what our Lord faith, John vi. 39. 


This is the Father's will which hath ſent me, that of al! 
which he hath given me I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould © 
raiſe it up at the laſt day. This cannot ſimply reſpe&t 
the railing up of the body, (for there ſhall be a re- 


ſurrection both of the juſt and unjuſt) but a raiſing up 


their character as related to, and intereſted in, Chriſt, 7? 
being the purchaſe of his blood, and the ſubjects of 
his grace; which was greatly obſcured, and in ſome * 
reſpects unknown, while they were in this world, 
though it really exiſted before they were taken out 
of the world; but at that day it ſhall be brought ro 
full light, and they openly acknowledged, in the 
Geir of angels and men, to be the children of "_— 5 
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and as ſuch introduced to the kingdom prepared for 


them of their Father, to be inconceivably bleſſed in 


the enjoyment of the triune God, for ever and ever. 
But as for thoſe who are left to commit the ſin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, as they were not the ſubjects of re- 


newing grace, conſequently their ſins were not par- 


doned in this life, and there ſhall be ſo far from any 
appearance of it in the world to come, that their con- 
demnation ſhall be ſolemnly declared, (together with 
all who die in a Chriſtleſs ſtate) with a Depart from 


me ye curſed, & c. for God hath mercy on whom he 
will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth, 


hath, in his ſovereign pleaſure, put an eternal nega- 
tive upon. this particular ſin; ſo that there is no hope 
for them, neither in this life, nor that which is to 
come; and this recorded as a warning and caution 
to all men, how we think, ſpeak, and act, of and 
towards the things of the Spirit of God, as recorded 
in the holy Scriptures, and experienced by his people, 
and alſo to awaken in us earneſt breathings, that the 
Lord, the Spirit, would graciouſly deign to deliver us 
from this and all other ſins, and bring us to a vital 
union with Chriſt, that we may in tnis life receive the 
remiſſion of our ſins, and in the world to come life 
everlaſting... _ | EE 

Mr. Barclay ſays, that thoſe who doubt or fear 
concerning their intereſt in Chriſt, cannot, nor ought 
not to pray; we may obſerve, that although they 
ſometimes are enabled to rejoice in the promiſe, as 


their charter for eternal life in Chriſt Jeſus, yet be- 


cauſe they have not always the comforts of them, 
they therefore fear leaſt they have no intereſt in him. 
In this they may be ſaid to act as irrationally as dne 
who has got a good right to an eſtate, but becauſe 
he has it not now, and fears leaſt he ſhould never 
come to the enjoyment of it, therefore makes little 
or- no accounts of his writs and title to it; and it 
often happens, that thoſe who have an undoubted 
right to a temporal eſtate never come to the poſſeſ- 


ſion of it; but it ſhall not be thus with the 9 ; 
7 | 3 or 
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for he is intitled to an inheritance, that fadeth not 9 
away, reſerved in Heaven, and is kept by the power 
of God through faith unto ſalvation ; therefore they _} 
ſhould not throw aſide their written rights and titles, 
viz. The promiſes of a faithful covenant keeping 
God]; but ſhould carry them to the higher court, 


even the Throne of Grace, and there plead them in 
aſſurance of ſucceſs, through our great high prieſt 
and righteous advocate, Jeſus Chriſt. It is through 
the neglect of this, that the minds of weak believers 
are greatly diſtreſſed and diſcouraged in the duty of ß 
prayer. Indeed, the Chriſtian at his beſt eſtate knows 
not how to pray as he ought; but this is our com- 
fort, that the ſpirit helpeth our infirmities, and max 
of thoſe who are doubring ſouls are ſometimes earneſt 
Praying ſouls, being partakers of the Spirit of Grace 
and ſupplication, and enabled to look on him whom 
| they have pierced, and mourn, panting for nothing ſo 
We much as being waſhed in his blood, formed into his 
| image, and brought into near and ſweet communion 

1 with him. Zech. xii. 10. Song i. 7. 

As to his ſaying they ought not to pray, this is 
evidently oppoſed to the teſtimony of God; for we 
find that the Apoſtle enjoined even Simon Magus, 
| though in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity, 
to pray that the thoughts of his heart might be for- 
given him, Acts viii. 23, And the Lord ſays to 
thoſe that are in diſtreſs, (yea, and ſoul trouble as - 
well as others is intended) Call upon me in the day of | 
trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me, 

Pfal. 1. 13. And, O how does the ſoul glory in and 


_—— 


1 glorify God, when pardoning mercy is manifeſted to 

| the heart? But again, concerning the great promiſes {| 

| of the new covenant, which are all, yea and amen, in 
1 Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord ſays, for all theſe things I will 
Þ! yet be for this enquired of, by the Houſe of Iſrael to da 
1 it for them, that is, to take away the ſtony heart and 
give them a heart of fleſh, to put his Spirit within 


them, to ſprinkle them with-clean water, and cleanſe 


them from all their ſins, &c. Ezek, xxxvi. 37. pa 
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And fo far are thoſe who are in ſpiritual dejection 
of mind from being forbid to pray, that they in par- 
ticular are called upon and encouraged to it. Song 
ii. 14. O, my dove, that art in the clefts of the roc, 
in the ſecret places of the ſtairs, let me ſee thy counte= 
nance, let me hear thy voice, for ſweet is thy voice, and 
thy countenance is comely, O what grace is here in 
every word, and all ſpoken to a dejected ſoul, and 
ſuch as are aſhamed to appear before Chriſt, and is 
expreſſive of the delight Chriſt takes in their perſons, 
and in their ſpeaking of and praying to him. From 
this and much more that might be ſaid, it 1s evident 
that his aſſerting, that ſuch ought not to pray, 1s 

contrary both to the Spirit and Word of God. 

There are many other things which this Gentle- 
man advances, both in his preaching and writing, 
of which I heartily pray that he may be brought to 
ſee his error, as well as the things I juſt touched 
upon, and that becauſe of their great tendency to di- 
ſtreſs the minds of the dear children of God; who 
are often, through various temptations, made to 
doubt of their intereſt in Chriſt, which he calls the 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and ſome of their poor 
hearts are at times ready to think ſo; but, I humbly 
think, that what I have ſaid ſufficiently proves, that 
unbelief itſelf, much leſs their doubtings, 1s not the 
forementioned fin; neither can they, being the 
ſubjects of grace, commit that fin; and, although 
doubting of their intereſt, is no argument againſt their 
being the ſubjects of ſaving faith, nevertheleſs, ſuch 
doubtings are far from being a part, or any honour 
to the Chriſtian character; it is, indeed, a coming 
greatly ſhort of the Chriſtian's privilege, which is no 
leſs than full aſſurance of their ſpecial intereſt in the 
everlaſting love of God, and eternal redemption 
through Jeſus Chriſt ; of which God hath been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to give the ſtrongeſt ground to his 
people to be thus afſured. Heb. vi. 17, 18. And 
even the want of this greatly unfits the Chriſtian for 
the chearful diſcharge of religious and civil duties. F 2 
| | the 
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| Jove, and in all the fruits of rig 
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the Chriſtian faith may be compared to the chief 
ſpring of a machine, if that be defective, all the other 


parts are diſabled; even ſo if faith is ſtripped of all 


perſonal aſſurance of intereſt in Chriſt, it is then 
enervated, and none of the-graces, which the believer 
is enriched with, can act vigorouſly, for want of that 
Goſpel faith, which, in the hand of God, has an imme- 
diate influence on Godly fear, love, patience, hope, &c. 


And this hope is not ſimply a fervent wiſh for ſome 


future good, but it is a lively expectation of grace 


here, and glory hereafter ; the certainty and foretaſte 


of which 1s now received by an appropriating faith 
in the promiſe of Jehovah, revealed in the Goſpel, 
(and when it 1s wrought) in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt, it excites our ſouls to aſpire heavenwards, and 


Eindles in our breaſts fervent love to God for what 


he is in his glorious ſelf, which is only ſeen by his 


marvellous works, and his rich and undeſerved grace 


to us. This faith animates us in the chearful practice 


of every thing that tends to the glory of God, and 
ſerves to promote the preſent and future happineſs of 
all who loye our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of what name or 


arty ſoever. This precious faith is much the ſub- 


Jett of the following Dialogue; and as our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt is both the author and finiſner of it, we 

ve need, with the Apoſtles, earneſtly to pray, 
Lord increaſe our faith, Luke xvii. 5. It is he only 
that can do it, and we have a good ground of hope 


that he will do it, for he gives grace and more grace; 
therefore may we conſtantly and fervently implore, 


that he would graciouſly accompany the following, 


and every other means of edification, with his divine 


bleſſing, that we may be ſtrong in faith, abound in 
Pecodfriets which are 


to the praiſe of his eternal grace; to whom, with the 


Father and Holy Ghoſt, the one eternal God, and, 1 
truſt, our God, be aſcribed all glory, now and for 
evermore, Amen, 
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Spirit and Truth of the Goſpel: 
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BETWEEN 


A CATHOLIC AND A SANDEMANIAN, 


O N 


SAVING FAITH AND THE EXERCISE OF 


CHRISTIAN LOVE. 


C. TAM very glad brother to ſee you; I hope 

that you are in all reſpects well, and 1 

wiſn that your happineſs may continually increaſe; 

for although we differ in judgment touching ſome 

things, yet I hope not in affection, for I can wy 
lay brotherly love continues on my fide, © 

S. J thank you, Sir, for your reſpectful and kind 
wiſhes for my preſent and future welfare, which you 
have ſo warmly expreſſed, and you may depend upon 
a reciprocal return of the hike, as'my near and good 
netghbour. But, as touching brotherly love, by 
which I ſuppoſe you mean that which ſubſiſts amo 
the followers of Chriſt. If ſo, I muſt tell you that 
this i cannot exerciſe towards you, unleſs I had good 
reaſon to believe you a Chriſtian, by following the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goeth. 

C. You have rightly judged of what I iritende# by 
brotherly love, even that divine principle which 
exiſts in the hearts of all thoſe that are born of God, 
whereby they are taught to love one another; neither 
can this love be in full exerciſe, but to ſuch as appear 
to be the children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſusz 
bo an 
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and indeed there is nothing in me, or done by me, 
that I can found my hopes of ſalvation ſimply upon; 
yet bleſſed be God, for Jeſus Chriſt, wwho has com 
paſhhon on the ignorant, and thoſe that are out of the 
way, and through his righteouſneſs, worthleſs me 
truſts to be ſaved, even as you; but, I hope that you 
do not view all that differ from you in the ſame light; 
if ſo, the number of Chriſtians in your account are 
very few, and their riſe of a very late date, your ſepa- 
ration from others not being yet fifty years. : 
S. It is a Scripture injunction, that we ſhould not 
follow a multitude to do evil, and it is ſaid, narrow is 
the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
And it. St. Paul ſays, that all they of Aſia bath for- 
laten me; and as the apoſtacy from the Chriſtian 
taith was very early, and very univerſal, ſo that the 
number of thoſe that belleve are very few; yet 
bleſſed be God, there are ſome who make the word 
of God the ſtandard of their faith and practice; and 
q as to all other ſocieties, who are in contraſt to the 
4 SGcriptures, we cannot look on them as the churches 
1 of the living God. As to the ſuppoſed novelty of 


"n dur principles, this is grounded on your ignorance of 
71 | . - . | | . 1 
110 them; they, indeed, are not to be found in your 
|| BR anti-chriſtian ſtandards of religion, but they are fully 


Ft: contained in the writings of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
[1 phets; while you and others ſpeak not according to 
[x this word, it is evident there is no truth in you, there- 
10 fore we cannot view you nor love you as the diſciples 
Fo: of Chriſt. | . | | 
| = C. There is indeed, brother, very few who care 
I to enter into the purity and ſpirit of Chriſtianity z 
1 and it is manifeſt, that thoſe who can, indulge them- 
: ſelves in ſinging of prophane ſongs, attending play- 
houſes, and places of carnal diverſions ; theſe, I ſay, 
can hardly be numbered amongſt thoſe that walk in 
the narrow path that leadeth into life; but this! 
mention more in a way of lamentation than accuſa- 
wo tion; neither do I directly . intend to queſtion the 
Lili divinity of your principles ; for, whatever you, 9 
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tyer, may think of me, I verily believe, that you 


hold nothing in religion but what you think is con- 
tained in the word of God; and if the points held by 
ſeveral churches were compared with yours, I really 
believe that they would exactly harmonize ; or, if 


there ſhould be ſome things that we cannot believe, 


which, nevertheleſs, you aſſert to be ſcriptural, is 


the difference ſo wide, or of ſuch importance, that 
you anathematize all thoſe who cannot ſee as you ſee. 


If you will not own any for a church of. Chriſt bur 
thoſe that are in all things exactly conformed to the 
word of God, you muſt deny that character to moſt 
of the churches of Aſia ; for many of them were 
wanting in many things; nevertheleſs, Chriſt owns 
them as his churches ; and we may as well ſay, that 
there is not a Chriſtian exiſts upon earth, becauſe 
there is none free of fin ; but, if you admit that this 
or that man may be a real Chriſtian, though not per- 
fect in the ſame parity of reaſon, this or that ſociety 
may be a real church of Chriſt, though many ble- 
miſhes are to be found amongſt them. The purity 


and beauty of the Chriſtian church was, indeed, 


greatly defaced and obſcured by the overſpreading of 
Popery; but at the Reformation, the Lord gra- 


cCiouſly and wonderfully delivered his people from 


that groſs darkneſs that had overſpread the profeſſing 
world; and he hath enabled them to make a glorious 
ſtand in maintaining all the God glorying, and Chriſt 
exalting truths of the Goſpel; therefore, you cannor 


call their articles anti-chriſtian, unleſs you deny the 
matter contained in them to be ſcriptural. 


S. That there has been ſome degree of reforma- 
tion, I am far from denying ; however, it may be 


compared to Lazarus riſing trom the dead with his 


grave cloaths on ; for. they are yet in their dead anti- 
chriſtian forms of cręeds, and confeſſions of faith, 
which many of them ſubſcribe, and yet preach con- 
trary to; and however they differ among themſelves, 
they all agree in rejecting the Scriptures, and ſubſti- 
tute their ſeveral ſtandards as the bonds of their 

| | union, 
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union, inſtead of the word of God ; neither can their 
members be known as the diſciples of Chrift by 
keeping his commandments, and as they are diſtinctly 
founded their human compoſitions, and not on 


the writings of the Apoſtles and Prophets, therefore 


we cannot look on them as the churches of Chriſt. 


Ci. Indeed, brother, you are like the good man in 


his miſtake, who thought that all the people of God 
was buttoned up in his own coat; but I humbly 
think, that we may apply to this age the Apoſtle's 
obſervation. Rom. xi. 5. Even ſo then, at this pre- 
ſent time, there is a remnant according to the election 
of grace, who have a likeneſs in many things to the 
firſt churches : but that there are imperfections ad- 
hering to them- cannot be denied, yet of ſome of 
them we ought to make a difference; your judging 
them all unworthy of the Chriſtian name, is liable to 
be conſtrued as the language of thoſe who ſay, Stand 
by, for J am holier than you. You ſeem to profeſs a 
ſtrong attachment to the Bible in oppoſition to all 
Creeds, and in this you are not ſingular; there are 
ſome who, from a good intention, will ſubſcribe no 
articles, even though plainly deduced from the Bible, 
while others refuſe ſubſcription to arcicles from a 
principle of free-thinking, and to eradicate all divine 
truth out of the world, while at the ſame time they 
diſcover an inclination of impoſing their own tenets 
as articles of religion upon others; thus Satan and his 
emiſſaries have leſs or more, in all ages, endeavoured - 
to obtrude upon the church, articles of religion moſt 
abſurd and blaſphemous; which is the grand reaſon 


why ſome honeſt, though weak minds, are againſt 


all ſuch forms of unity ; and if all profeſſors had al- 
ways been of one mind touching the truths of the 
Goſpel, there would be no need for ſuch a medium, 
the Bible being both full and explicit in all things 
reſpecting faith and worſhip ; but as it has been long 
otherwiſe, it was and is needful ; for the unity and 
purity of the church, to publiſh in creeds, or _ 
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like forms, our faith in Chriſt, according to the true 


meaning of the words uſed by the Holy Ghoſt in the 


Scriptures; and however you may cenſure this con- 


duct, yet you and all ſocieties do fix a certain ſenſe 
to ſome part of the Bible, and receive none into your 
= fellowſhip but ſuch as agree with your view of the 


Scriptures ; therefore your charge falls equally on 
yourſelves ; viz. that your ſenſe of the word is the 
bond of your unity, and not the teſtimony of God ; 


but if your private judgment and the public confeſ- 
ſions are the very meaning of the Scripture, then 


you are all united in the truth of the Goſpel; and, 
if we examine the principles of the churches of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and moſt of the Diſſenters, we ſhall 
find that they are all agreed in the eſſential and in- 
ternal parts of Chriſtianity, and are built on the foun- 
dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf 
being the chief corner ſtone, Epheſ. xi. 20. Your ob- 
ſerving that many who are zealous of creeds are very 
{ſtrenuous of points which are contrary to the Scrip- 
tures ; but if their creeds contain no ſuch thing, it is 
rather an argument for than againſt them, and only 
proves, that thoſe who confeſs with their mouth 
things which they do not believe in their hearts, are 
men of no conſcience ; and the truth is, ſuch perſons 
are ſo far from ſupporting, that they are for breaking 


| thoſe bands of unity aſunder; and all thoſe who cavil 


with a form of ſound words, are either ignorantly or 


F deſignedly opening a door for free-thinking and in- 


fidelity, which very much prevails, partly owing to 
the unhappy diviſions among the people of God, 
who differ not ſo much about the truth, but for want 
of the Spirit of truth, and love of Jeſus, which covers 


a multitude of failings. 


S. I would not have you imagine that we think, 
that God hath no people but thoſe who join with us; 
but as it was in the Prophets days, they were not 
known to. him by their zeal for the Lord's worſhip ; 
ſo in our day, as they appear not to us by their be- 
lief of the truth and ſeparation from all anti- chriſtian 

= D 1 ſocieties, 
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ſocieties; we can neither know them nor love them 
as the diſciples of Chriſt. I own that to require 


1 


others to agree to our views of the Scriptures, is the 
ſame as to oblige them to ſubſcribe creeds; but the 


Goſpel church is founded on this grand and leading 


truth, viz. That Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, 


and members are received on their belief and con- 


feſſion, that God hath raiſed him from the dead, and 
are afterwards more fully taught the import of God's 
word; but if they ſhall prove, oppoſed to the laws of 
Chriſt, they are then to be dealt with according to 
the divine rule, Matth. xviii. and xx. This is the 


plain and ſimple way of our churches, which have 


nothing to do with your anti- chriſtian ſtandards, nei- 
ther verbal nor written, which ſerves to ſupport men 
in their ſelf. righteouſneſs and formality more than to 
unite them in the truth of the Goſpel. | 

C. Then. according to your judgment, there is 


no ſuch thing as a viſible Chriſtian community, ſaving 1 


our own ; but your conduct puts you on a level 
with others, for then that judgeſt another, doth the ſelf- 
fame things, Rom. ii. 1. If your ſocieties hold only 
but one article as neceſſary to be believed, and fo 
leave your feveral members to explain it as they 
pleaſe, they wouid be ſo far from being like a church 
of Chriſt, who think and ſpeak the ſame things, that 
they would much more. reſemble the builders of 
Babel, who knew not what their neighbours ſaid. 
There are many who pretend great eſteem for the 
Bible, but will detach from it the perſonal and me- 
diatorial glory of Chriſt; and men of this caſt will 


readily confeſs that Jeſus is the Son of God, and 


died a ſacrifice for our ſins; but if you will inſiſt, 
that Chriſt muſt be acknowledged to be the eternal 
and co- equal Son of God, and that he died in the 
law place of his people, this would be tying them 
up to your ſenſe of the Scripture, and acting upon 


the footing of a creed which you condema in others, 


although it makes neither you nor them culpable ; 
for if nothing more is required to be believed than 
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what is the real ſenſe of the divine word, then your 
principles are ſolely founded on the Scriptures, and 
not ſimply on either verbal or written ſtandards; 


and yet, conſidering the great departure from the 


Chriſtian faith, ſuch things are needful; for there 
can be no unity in the faith without ſuch a conduct; 
and all focietres, whether divine or human, have a 
Tight to deny entrance to ſuch as do not agree 
to the terms of their unity, and to exclude all 
thoſe who ſhall act in any thing contrary to their 
received principles, and your dealing with the 
delinquent according to Matth. chap. xvni. is no 
more than what is done by many of the Diſſenting 
churches, and in a more agreeable way to the ſpirit 
of the Goſpel than yourſelves, who often exclude 
ſome of your members for imaginary evils; which 
hath no exiſtence but in the capricious humour of the 
offended, and no regard had to the Apoſtle's direc- 
tion. Gal. vi. 1, Fa man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
that are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meeks 
neſs, confidering yourſelves, leſt ye alſo be tempted, and 
your denying admiſſion after the tecond time being 
excluded, is contrary both to the ſpirit and letter ot 


the Scripture, Matth. xviii. 21, 22. and if we were 


under the influence of the forgiving love of Chriſt, 
we ſhould readily forgive and cheartully receive our 


repenting brother, even unto ſeventy times ſeven ; 


and thole ſocieties who follow this rule are, in this 
caſe, more like the New Teſtament church than 
yours; but ſuppoſe you are more ſcriptural, can it 
ſupport you in caſting off all affection for thoſe that 
believe in the ſame Jeſus, walk in the fame conſe- 
crated way, in hope of the ſame glory, through 
Chrift, with yoo. Fear, brother, leſt you be found 
one of thoſe who fit and ſpeak againſt their own mother's 
children, Pſal. 1. with whom the Lord graciouſly 
condeſcends to keep fellowſhip, as is evident by his 


| fealing hls word among them with the communica- 


tions of his grace, and the manifeſtations of his love; 


therefore we ought to eſteem it our great honour and 


D's. happineſs, 
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happineſs, more or leſs, to have fellowſhip with all 
ſuch, whether they be of the church of England, 
Scotland, or others. | TE ae 
S. But, neighbour, you have forgot that we are 
enjoined to have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
works of darkneſs, but rather reptove them, and to 
come out from amongſt them, leſt we partake of 
their plagues; if you will be ſo unbelieving as to run 
the hazard of all this, do not attempt to perſwade 
others, by pretending that your clients are favoured 
with great revelations from God; but, while you 
continue to ſet down your frames, and feelings, and 
heart, work for Chriſtian experience, we have ground 
to look upon you as full of yourſelves, and the ſpirit 7 
of enthuſiaſm, and void of the preſencs and power 
of the Goſpel ſpirit, SGT 
C. I am ſurprized to hear you ſpeak of the impreſ- 
ſions that grace makes on the heart of unbelievers 
with ſuch an air of prophanity, which is very unbe- 
coming thoſe who aim to reform us, according to the 
Scripture; and it gives ſome reaſon to think, that 
you deny the operations of God on the heart, which 
are the firſt ſeeds of all vital religion, and the root 
of all Goſpel obediencegbut in your light, Chriſti- 
anity is a mere ſpeculative, lifeleſs, external thing; 
poſſibly you think to gain ſome of thoſe to your pro- 
feſſion, who brand all ſerious godlineſs with the hi- 
deous name of enthuſiaſm; but what advantage ſhall 
they gain by believing your doctrine ? For except 4 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, 
John iii. And can the heart of ſtone be taken away, 
and all the powers of the ſoul ſhaken, brought from 
death to life, and out of darkneſs into marvellous 
light; can, I fay, all this be done, and the perſon 
feel nothing of it; for, although the Lord ſpeaks to 
ſome with a ſtill ſmall voice, and draws them in a 
gentle way, yet they are both made to hear his voice 
and taſte his love, influencing them to a ſuitable 
conduct; and as there can. be no gracious action, 
without there be firſt gracious principle, ſo there _ 


| (#1 
be no ſuch principle, where it is not leſs or more felt, 
exciting the ſoul to a ſpiritual converſation : and, 
brother, if you know nothing of this, give me leave 
to ſay, that you muſt yet be in the poſſeſſion of the, 
ſtrong man, whoſe goods are in peace; but I hope better 
things of you, although your words gender only evil, 
and will not reconcile the Deiſt to the word of Reve- 
Jation ; for, although ſuch men love to hear internal 
religion ſtigmatized, yet the more obſerving of them 
will only avail themſelves in their infidelity by the 


= jarrings of profeſſors about the eſſential parts of 
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- Chriſtianity ; they well know, that the work of the 
ſpirit of God internally on the ſoul, in order to ſal- 
vation, is a principal doctrine of the Scriptures, at- 
teſted hy the experience of all the Saints; but if all 
this is chimeras, then it muſt follow, that the Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, and all that ſtand recorded in Scrip- 
ture, were mere enthuſiaſts, which is the concluſion 
that the Deiſt draws, and naturally ariſes from your 
premiſes; but I perſwade myſelf that you abhor the 
thought, and I heartily wiſh that you may never ſup- 
port any point that is conſequential of it. 
§. I thank you, neighbour, for your favourable 
thoughts of me; and J aſſure you, that though we 
cannot agree with the popular notion of heart work, 
yet we verily believe, according to the Scriptures, 
the abſolute neceſſity and irreſiſtible efficacy of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the converſion and ſalvation of all 
that believe in Chriſt Jeſus unto eternal life, and that 
their divine grace is only in and by the word come 
municated to the elect. The truth of which, is only 
known by terminating in obedience to the commands 
of Chriſt; but as the ſocieties which you plead for 
are all zealous of their own righteouſneſs, and build 
their hope of acceptance with God on a ſuppoſed ſu- 
periority to others, and all of them diſregard the au- 
thority of Chriſt, who hath enjoined his followers to 
obſerve all things whatſoever he hath commanded; there- 
fore we cannot view them in any other light than 
that of ſelt-righteous and anti chriſtian, being neither 
„„ founded 


T0 29 
founded on, nor walking in, obedience to the 
Goſpel. 8 5 

C. I am well pleaſed, brother, to hear you ſpeak 
ſo fully on the work of the Holy Spirit; your bre- 
thren are generally thought to oppoſeè this truth, 
therefore it would be well if it were more the ſubject 

of your public miniſtry; and I can ſee no difference 
in our views, fave it be the terms we expreſs our- 
ſelves under; and were we more in humility and 

love, thinking of and fpeaking to each other, I 

ſhould have had no occaſion to obſerve, that the 

terms anti-chriſtian, ſelf- righteous, and Pharilee, are 
very popular phraſes with your brethren, which 
they apply to all that differ from them ; a glaring 
proof that they think think themſelves much better 
than all thoſe whom they thus defame, and looks as 
if they were deſtitute of that charity that thinketh no 
evil, and judgeth othens better than tbemſelves, 1 Cor. 

xiii. The grand and ſole deſign of Chriſtianity is to 
diſplay the glory of God, in delivering fallen man 
from the guilt and power of fin, by the application 
of Chrill's righteouſneſs, and the communication of 
his grace forming them into the Divine image in 

righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Eph. iv. 24. And what 

Point is maintained by any of the forementioned com- 

munities that is contrary to this view of the Goſpel ? 

Do they not all expreſsly declare, that their con- 
ſidence for acceptance with God is alone in the 
righteouſneſs of the blefſed Jeſus; and do they not 

all profeſs their dependance on the Holy Spirit for 

his benign influence, to enlighten, enliven, and en- 
able them them to perſevere in well-doing, through 
faith unto eternal ſalvation, as may be ſeen at large 
in their public ſtandards, and other writings? What 
then bur ignorance would brand them with the name 
of anti-chriſtian ? Neither can your other charge be- 
long to them; the ſelf-righteous Phariſees are ſuch 
as dream they are holier than other men; but thofe 
you oppoſe ſolemnly deny this, confeſſing with Da- 

vid, that we are conceived in ſin, and ſhapen in ini- 
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quity, Pal. li. acknowledging that a/l our righteouſneſs 
3s as filthy rags, Wai. Ixiv. 6. The Phariſee's righte- 
ouſneſs is all outward and external; they are perfect 
ſtrangers and enemies to heart religion, regarding 
only ſome leſſer things, but omitting tbe weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith, Matth. 
XXiii. 23. You will know that thoſe whom you chiefly 
oppoſe are ſtrenuous for inward holineſs, and aſſert, 
that none are ſavingly acquainted with Chriſtianity, 
unleſs it reach the heart, and make deep impreſſions 
on their ſouls, forming them into the will of God 
how then can ſuch be compared to Phariſees ?—=Do 
they not rather deſerve that character, who make a 
great fuſs about external obedience, but can ſport 
themſelves. wirh internal religion, and as the caſe 
ſtands betwixt your ſocieties and others, who have 
mercy and love for you, but you have none for - 
them, it appears evident that the Phariſee falls on 
your ſide. As to your ſaying we diſregard the com- 
mands of Chriſt, till you point at any one moral or 
evangelical precept that is wiltully omitted, we ſhall 
look on it as coming from that ſpirit which is the 
accuſer of the brethren. All that have taſted that 
the Lord is gracious do agree, that it is their indiſ- 
penſible duty to act in all things according to his 
will, and chearfully conform to every inſtitution in 
the light in which they ſee it; and all who obſerve 
Goſpel ordinances, with faith in Chriſt, are his dif- 
ciples, and ought to be regarded as ſuch. It is from 
this conſideration, that the Apoſtle exhorts us to 
Chriſtian forbearance. Rom. iv. 6. He that regardeth 
a day, regardeth it to the Lord; he that regardeth not 
the day unto the Lord, he doth not regard it ; he that 
eateth, eateth unto the Lord, for he giveth God thanks ; 
and he that eateth not unto the Lord, be eateth not, and 


giveth God thanks ; both parties acted with an eye to 


the glory of God, and all that follow this rule are 
accepted of God in Chriſt ; but they who ſtrenu- 
oully contend for the original modes, to the neglect 
of judgment, - mercy, and faith, are in the ſpirit = 

the 


( 12 ) 
the Phariſees, who juſtified themſelves, and con- 
demned others. Whether this may be applied to any 
profeſſing the Chriſtian name, I leave to your own 
judgment, 

S. Nay, neighbour, as your religion lies mach in 
application, it will be eaſier for you to apply your 
own obſervation than for me, whoſe Chriſtianity con- 
ſiſts not in ſuch ſtuff, but in a ſimple belief, and a 
Practical conformity to the truth. You take great 
pains to eſtabliſh a good opinion of yourſelf, and 
thoſe of your own complexion ; but it is like an at- 
rempt to waſh the Ethiopian white; for the Phariſce 
appears in your fallacious and perplexing definition 
_ of faith, which ſets us to ſeek for ſome good thing 
in ourſelves, on which we may believe that Chriſt is 
ours. Thus many, who have the Goſpel faith, are 
brought into diſtreſs, becauſe they cannot find any 
good thing in themſelves to ſupport the 8 n 
claim; while others are deceiving themſelves, by ima- 
gining that there are ſome gracious work in them, 
which makes them better than others, and is a bot- 
tom for their faith, inſtead of the teſtimony ot God, 
and the grace of the goſpel, all owing to your 
anti-chriſtian notion of faith, built on your ſelf- 
righteouſneſs. | 

C. We think that none are in earneſt about religion, 
who do not want the truths and precious promiſes 
of the Bible applied home to their hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; we freely own this is what we want, as ab- 
ſolutely needful to vital, experimental, and practical 
Chriſtianity ; but my deſign is not that you N 
form a more favourable idea of us, but that you 
might be more in the exerciſe of Chriſtian charity; 
and I ſhould have great hopes of ſucceſs, if you 
dealt leſs in cenſuring, and applying odious epithers 
to your neighbours. Your heavy charge is founded 
on bad premiſes; the popular faith (as you call it) 
flows from a ſoul convinced by the Holy Spirit, that 
there is nothing but the depths of ſin and guilt in 
itſelf, and is in this apprehenſion, led out of itſelf — 5 

that 
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that fame bleſſed Spirit to take refuge in Chriſt, as 
he is revealed in the Gofpel, Ifai. xxvii. 13. Acts 
ii. 37. I dot heſitate to affert, that there is a work 
of God on the foul previous to the acting of faith; 
but this work is not the warrant of faith, nor is it fo 
much as apprehended by the ſinner in coming to, or 
believing on Chriſt. Acts ii. 37. Acts xvi. 30. 
N bat ſhall J do to be ſaved? Nothing is ſeen but 
guilt and miſery, and there muſt be, and is, what 
may be called the faith of the law, before there can 
de the faith of the Goſpel ; by the former, the finner 
= ſees his wretched ftate, and is filled with dread and 
anguiſh of ſoul; by the Goſpel faith, they lee an all- 
' ſufficient Saviour, and are filled with joy and peace 
in telieving ; hence we read, 2 Cor. iii. 6. The letter 
= tilleth, but the Spirit giveth kife ; and that you may 
ſiee that our view of this grand point is founded on 
truth, I ſhall attempt to ſum up the whole account 
pot it as it is contained in the Scriptures. And firſt, 
X lc is the indiſpenſible duty of all that hear the Goſpel 
to repent, and believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Mark i. 15. Rom. xvi. 26. Secondly, The word 
of the Goſpel is the grand medium, or inſtrument, 
2X which God bleſſeth, to the production of faith in the 
hearts of ſinners. Rom. x 17. Thirdly, The Lord, 
= the Spirit, is the only efficient cauſe of faving faith. 
Col. ii 13. Fourthly, The only warrant and ſure 
foundation of Goſpel faith is, the declaration, pro- 
q miſe, and fairhfulneſs of God. Zech. ix. 12. Heb. 
vi. 18. Fifthly, Chriſt, and him crucified for our 
= fins, and riſen again for our juſtification and eternal 
life in him, is the great object of the Chriſtian faith. 
ai. xlv. 22. John xx. 31. Rom iv. 23. Sixthly, 
& The being and act of faith conſiſts in a full perſwaſion 
of the mind, touching the truth of all that is ſaid in 
the Scripture, concerning Jeſus Chriſt, and in a full 
and hearty receiving of him, in all his offices, and in 
=X 2 fingle dependence on him for all the concernments 
of ſoul and body, in time and eternity. John vii 69. 
| John xi. 12. 2 Cor. x. 5. 2 Tim. i. 12. Seventhly, 
1 * The 
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The true and certain effects of the internal being of | 
this divine faith is a reverential fear of God, and 
love to holineſs, a ſupreme delight in Jehovah, 
and warm deſires after conformity to him; a hig h 
eſteem of Chriſt's word, and unfeigned love of al 
his people, with an endeavour after obedience to all 
that he hath commanded. Matth. xxvii, 20. Rom. 
vil. 22+ 1 Pet. 1,8; Phil. iii, 10, Laſtly, The 
end of this faith is, that all and every one who are 
the ſubjects of it are certainly intereſted in all the 
merits of Chriſt, and ſhall be eternally ſaved. Acts 
x. 43. This is that faith which the Scriptures cally 
us to the acknowledgment of ; and none of the con- 
ſequences which you charge it with, can be drawn 
from it; neither hath any of the preachers of this 


faith, who have attempted to give us ſome marks 


and evidences of ſaving grace, with a view to unveil 
the hypocrite, and to afliſt the doubtful in drawing 
a comfortable concluſion concerning their ſtate in 
grace, (none of them, 1 ſay) have cyer directed us 
to ſeek for ſome good in ourſelves, prior to, and 
as a ground of, our faith; but the ſum of all their 
writings is to engage us to ſee whether opr faith 
has theſe effects, which in a leſſer or greater degree 
do always accompany, and flow from, ſaving faith. 
If this is what you call popular, I heartily wiſh that it 
were more ſo, being fully aſſured, that it is the faith of 


God's clect, and adminiſters no juſt cauſe of grief to 


the ſerious, nor encouragement to the prophane; 
but if it ſhould not be agreeable to what you con- 
ceive on this point, is the difference ſo great as to 


juſtify you in railing againſt all that do not view it 


in your light; ſuch à conduct, brother, beſpeaks 
your brethren to have very little of that faith which 


works by love; jarrings about experimental religion 


tend only to confirm the enemies of the Goſpel in 
their wicked ſurmiſe, that Chriſtianity is all a fiction; 
for if we were more under the power of the truth, as 


it is in Jeſus, we ſhould not unchriſtian one another 


for differing in externals, nor for placing a word 
wrong 
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= wrong even in things of moment. May the God of 
love pour his love into all our hearts, that evil ſpeak- 
ing may for ever ſubſide; and that all denominations 
may be known to be the genuine diſciples of Chriſt, 
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8 by their unfeigned love one towards another. 
SI hcattily join with you in wiſhing, that the 


Lord may revive his work, and lead his people into 
every truth ; that Ephraim may not envy Judah, nor 
Judah vex Ephraim, which, as you have obſerved, 
greatly corroborates with the natural prejudices of 
men againſt their receiving the Goſpel; but as the face 
of Chriſtianity is now ſo miſerably disſigured, and its 
very life almoſt extinguiſhed, we think that embracing 
ſuch a form of religion, which is oppoſed to the 
XZ Scriptures, makes the ſtate of men reſpecting their 
XZ eternal intereſt no better, but really worſe; as is the 
2 caſe with all the oppoſite parties under the Chriſtian 
name; therefore, it is high time to impugn the po- 
7 wy errors with a becoming zeal, and to rouſe up 


ome from their ſupine indifference and falſe charity, 
by which they have winked at many things, which 
they know are contrary to the Goſpel. The doctrine 
of the atonement is the diſtinguiſhing and important 
point in Chriſtianity; a miſtake about this greatly 
affects every part of it, and is very diſhonouring to 
XZ God, and hazardous to the ſalvation of men; there- 
fore we ought to have the moſt diſtinct and clear 
= views of Chriſt's mediation, and our eyes always 
fixed on him as the Lord, our righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength. oy 

I readily admit of ſome things which you have 
- hinted concerning faith; nevertheleſs, your account 
of it is much ſoured with the popular læaven, as it 

leads men to truſt in their receiving cf the truth, 
more than in the truth itſelf, which is to rely on their 
own doings, and is of the ſame quality with that 
which the Apolile calls a perverting of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. | e 

Me are agreed, that Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, our 
tightsouſneſs, is the alone ground of the ſinner's con- 
| e fidence 
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fdence towards God, and the way in which this 
truth is viewed, has a ſtrong influence on the whole 
of our Chriſtian profeſſion ; and it, indeed, argueth 

reat lukewarmneſs and indifference to the bleſſed 
Vita, in any that can ſtand unconcerned at the violent 
attacks made on the grand and leading articles of our 
holy religion, It is good always to be zealouſly af- 
fected in a good thing. Gal. iv. 18. but when our 


_ zeal is overheated and flery, it then ſeems not to flow 
from the grace of the Goſpel, neither can it promote 


the righteouſneſs of God. True Chriſtian zeal is 
concerned for every part of the truth; and as the 


work of the Lord, the Spirit on the hearts of ſinners 


of mankind, flows from, and through the righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt ; it therefore earneſtly contends for 
the doctrine of effectual calling, in connection with 
the forgiveneſs of ſins, without uſing bitter invec- 
tives, but is gentle even to thoſe that oppoſe the 
truth, being equally careful to preſerve the ſpirit and 
teinper of the Goſpel, which is love, as well as the 
truth of the word; but as the zeal of your brethren 


reſpects only part of the truth, and is fraughted with 9 
contempt of thoſe whom you call Phariſees, it ges 


ground to think, that it is not according to know- 
ledge; and I verily think, that many of thoſe whom 


you oppoſe have put the doctrine of the atonement i 
and goſpel faith in a more ſcriptural light than any 7 


of your brethren have yet done, of which 1 have 


either to my own or any man's way, as not to change 


it for what 1 think is better. If your account of 
faith appears leſs exceptionable, pleaſe to favour me 
with it, and I ſhall readily adopt it. 

S. What I have already ſaid concerning faith might 
ſuffice ; but for your fuller ſatisfaction, I ſhall be 


more explicit, and muſt obſerve, that the word faith 
hath been miſerably tortured, and caſt into various 


forms; ſome have called it the eyes, hands, and feet 
of the ſoul, and by a multitude of words have ren- 


dered that doubtful, which, in its „ » . 
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9 level to. the meaneſt capacity; and the plain and 
obvious ſenſe of the word faith is to be fuliy per- 
ſwaded, that this or that doctrine, or thing which is 

rted to us is true, and the Scripture does moſt 
manifeſtly ſuppoſe, that this term is to be under- 
ſtood in the ſame ſenſe, both in temporal and i piritual 
things. 1 John v. 9. V we receive the teſtimony of 
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r = man, the teſtimony of God is greater. Thus we lee, that 
mo receive a teſtimony as true, whether it be human 
> > erdivine, is the very nature of faith; and we muſt 
s ſay, whenever a perſon believes, and i is convinced of 
the truth of any teſtimony, he therein and thereby 
3 becomes poſſeſſed of a truth, and that truth becomes 
his faith; and the defniion which Calvin, that va- 
r XZ luable reformer, gives of faith is very clear and exact. 
>» as he thus writes: © We ſhall have a juſt definition 
- XZ © of faith, if we ſay, that it is a firm and certain 
2 knowledge or perſwaſion of the good-will of God 
1 to us, which is founded upon the truth of the 
e free promiſe in Chriſt, revealed to the mind, and 
x & ſealed to our hearts by the Holy Spirit.” | 

x C. I greatly rejoice to hear you ſpeak with fo much 
s regard of any of our worthies, which is an evidence 
4 of your impartiality, of which the Sandemanians in 
1 general are very deſtitute, as is too evident by their 
c diſreſpectful treatment of ſome of the beſt writers, 
both antient and modern, charging them with leading 

2 us the very contraſt to the Goſpel, by their clouded 
1 and legal deſcriptions of faith as your friends call it; 
2 but, however. they have endeavoured to blacken 
f their names, they ſhall ftill ſhine as ſtars in the 
e church, being dead, they yet ſpeak ; and I fee no- : 
thing dark or dangerous, in comparing faith to the 
t © aftive parts of the body; their aim in this ſeems to 
e have been to caution us againſt reſting in the ſhadow 
nh or notion of faith, without the ſubſtance; to this 
g © end they liken faith to the natural eye, which being 
t IX intenſely fixed, the object hath a kind of exiſtence 
in the mind. Thus the ſcholar imitates his copy, 
3 and ſo the e the right way when he is 
1 = | | looking 


* 


a 1 2 - - 
H * 8 . 4 W u * 1 * 
—ů — 2 8 — — 1 „ ˙ ·˙*ꝝ IS — — — — — 2 Pas 
” + 2s 2 K 
ho — * * 
. 


r 
— — Te 


Believing on Chriſt, which frequently occurs in the 


B 
looking unto Jeſus ; and as by the proper uſe of the 
feet we are brought nearer to that which we were at 
a diſtance from, ſo by faith the fout goes from felf 
and all things to Jeſus Chriſt, and finds in him a de- 
liverance from every evil, and the enjoyment of every 
bleſſing; hence faith is expreſſed under the term 
Come unto me. Matth. xi. 28. Again, by the hands 
we take hold of material things, ſo by faith we lay 
hold of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the ſum and 
center of eternal life. In this light they are ſo far 


from being weak, and having a tendency to miſlead, 


that they very beautifully illuſtrate ſaving faith, 
which gives us a degree of enjoyment of all the bleſ- 
fings connected with the truth or object believed in, 


and fo much is intended, Heb. xi. 1. may be read 


thus :—Now faith is the real exjoyment of the very ſub- 
ſtance or eſſence of all the bleſſings hoped for, and the 
full and clear evidence of all things reported in the word 
and teſtimony of God; hence we read, Heb. iv. We 
that believe do enter into reſt. For by faith Chriſt 
dwells in the believer, and the believer in Chriſt; ſo 
that faith is not only an aſſurance of the reality of 
divine things, but is alſo the foretaſte of eternal life 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Pet. ii. 3. And as you have con- 
cluded your account of faith with the words of the 
great Calvin, which ſtrongly implies an aſſurance of 
intereſt, and includes neither more nor leſs than what 
thoſe whom you oppoſe ſay concernining it. On the 
whole, therefore, I can ſee no difference betwixt you 
and the popular preachers on this point, ſave that 
you expreſs it in other words, which is very triflimg, 
and infinitely below the ſpirit of a Chriſtian to make 
it a bone of contention, and a ground of ſeparation 
from thoſe that believe the truth as it is in Jeſus. 
S. Whatever pains you take te ſupport the un- 
couth ſimiles of your preachers, you will never be 


able to reconcile them to the Goſpel view of faith; 


for they call that which is the effect the thing itſelf, 
and thus they miſlead their followers. The phraſe, 


. Scriptures, 


of 
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Scriptures, ſometimes means no more than believing 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; but wherever it means more, 


tt is the ſame with coming, receiving and leaning on 
Chbriſt, and the like active terms; and if we obſerve 
with what affection a perſon, who is in want, comes 
to a generous benefactor for a ſupply, upon a free in- 
vitation, or one that is in danger runs to an open and 
ſafe ſhelter, or one that is needy receives a free gift, 
you will eafily diſcern, that this is the ſame kind of 
affection with which a ſinner, perſwaded of the free 
grace of God, comes to Chriſt, leans on him, and 
the like; from this it follows, that theſe actings of 
the mind are acts of love to God in Chriſt, which 
flows from the belief of the truth, and not acts of 
faith in order to juſtification; the perſon is actually 
WM juſtified before he exerts, any of the aforeſaid acts. 
In juſtifying faith it is the frre grace of the Goſpel 
alone that pacifies the conſcience, and creates love in 


the heart; but this working of the affections cannot 
„be proved to be ſincere, without a ſuitable conduct 
c in that ſelf-denied obedience required in the word; 
l and the various parts of this obedience may be moſt 
1 properly termed acts of faith; and take notice of 
6 Heb. x1. then query, How did Noah prove that he 
f believed the overthrow of the world? & c. By faith; 
. Noah being warned of God of things not ſeen, moved 
4 goith fear, prepared an ark to the ſaving of bis houſe. 
a And if we ſhould go over the whole chapter, the 
0 ſame anſwer would be returned; but let this ſuffice 
„do point out the acts of faith that are properly ſcrip- 
2 = tural, and. infinitely greater proofs of our believing in 
0 = Chriſt, than any of thoſe inward feelings and impreſ- 
ions, by which many hope to be ſatisfied of their own 
. = perſonal intereſt in Chriſt. „ : 
4 C. indeed, brother, I humbly think if you were 
#4 1 ypder a proper influence, Divine operations would 
£ not be to you terms of ridicule, nor would you plume 
= yourſelf in ſuppoſing, that your brethren are ſingular 
% in the beljef of that which no Chriſtian diſputes. We 
s gccount no feelings, frames, impreſſions, nor faith 
= ; itſelf, 
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itself, to be genuine and Divine, unleſs they purify 
the heart, and form the ſoul and life into the will of 
God; for without works, faith is dead. James ii. 17. 
but if you aſſert, that the commands of Chriſt can 
be rightly obfer ved, without a Divine change on the 
ſoul, then your words would reprove him, who hath 
ſaid, Firſt make the tree good, and then the fruit will 
Se good. Your ſaying, that the terms receiving, 
coming, and the like ſpiritual actions, are only things 
that flow from true faith, is not yet proved that 
faith is very diſtinguiſhable from its effects is certain, 
but that coming and the like, are only things that 
flow from true faith is what cannot be ſupported; 
for in the Scripture the afoteſaid phraſes are uſed in 
a ſynonimous ſenſe, as John i. 12. As mam as re- 
ceived kim, to them gave he power to become the ſons of 
| Goa, even to tbem that believe on bis name. John vi 
and xxxvii. I any man thirſt, let him come to me and 
drink ;, he that believeth in me, as the Scripture hath | 
Jaid, out of bis belly ſhall flow rivers of living waters. 
Nothing is more evident, than that coming, re- 
ceiving, truſting,” and the like expreſſions, are, in 
the Scripture ſenſe, expreſſive of the neceſſary and 
| eſſential parts of ſaving faith; if the bare believing 
. that the Goſpel is a real truth conſtitutes a believer, 
and is ſaving faith, then it muſt follow, that all na- 
tural men, who believe the Goſpel to be a truth, are 
believers, and ſhall be ſaved; for ſalvation is inſepa- 
rably connected with believing-i in the Scripture ſenſe 
of the word ; bur we read, that. many who not only 
had the faith that you ſpeak of, but even profeſſed 
and preached the Goſpel, to whom Chriſt will ſay, 
Depart from me, I know you not, Luke xiii therefore, 
he faith that is to the ſaving of the foul, is more 
J than a bare perſwaſion that the Bible is the word of 
God. Your faying, that the perſon is actually juſ- 
tified before coming to Chriſt; and to come to him, 
in order to find peace with God, is, you ſay, contrary 
to the freedom of grace. This, brother, implies, 
that P are pt before wy believe, Ap 
ave 
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have peace with God when at a diſtance from Chriſt; 
which is the very contraſt to Acts xvi. 31. Bekeve 
in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou: ſhalt be ſaved; 
being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for although we are 
not juſtified for our believing, yet it 1s certain that 


none are juſtified but in believing, and Chriſt calls 


the weary to come unto him, that they may find reſt to 
their ſouls, Matth. xi, and to lay hold on my ſtrength, . 
and you ſhall be at peace with me, Iſai. xxvii. which 
proves, that coming to Chriſt for the pardon of our 
fins, &c. is ſo far from being oppoſed to the tenor 
of grace, that the very eflence of unbelief conſiſts in 
not receiving, and coming to Chriſt for life, peace, 
and ſalvation, John vii. Ze will not come unto me, 
that ye might have life. 

You juſtly obſerve, that it is the free grace of 
God that pacifies the conſcience; this is truly evan- 
gelical, but is contrary to what you have ſaid of 
faith; tor a ſinner cannot enjoy the Goſpel peace 
without an application of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
to his ſoul, which enables him in ſome meaſure to 
believe, that Chriſt is his; and thus your own ſimilie 
very aptly illuſtrates the Goſpel, as it is a free invi- 
tation to mankind, ſinners, to come to the moſt kind 
and generous benefactor Jeſus Chriſt, who is able 
and willing to ſupply all our wants in coming to 
him; but thoſe that do not ſee their need, or doubt 
whether this invitation is made to them, will not 
come to, or believe in him; thus you have confirmed 
the faith which you thought to overturn. 

Lou charge ſome writers with putting the effect 
for the thing itſelf; but you yourſelf have done this, 
which appears in a glaring light by your obſerva- 
tions on Heb, xi. But after all that you have faid, 
I ſtill think, that the proper acts of ſaving faith ter- 
minate ſolely on God in Chriſt, his blood and righte- 
ouſneſs, the fulneſs and freeneſs of his grace, his 
promiſe, power, and faithfulneſs ſet forth in the 
words of truth; the effects and works of faith in- 

F ternally 
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ternally are the humbling of the ſoul, the ſetting of 
the affections on, and the ſubjecting che will in obe- 
dience to Chriſt. 
The works of faith externally are obedience in 
bearing and doing the will of God unto the end; 
and the aforeſaid chapter preſents us with many glo- 
rious inſtances of the working of faith, triumphing 
over all oppoſition, both of earth and Hell. If you 
were not prejudiced in favour of your own opinion, 
ou would have queried and anſwered thus: What 
was the impulſive cauſe of Noah's making the ark? 
Anſwer, By faith, Noah being warned of God, of things 
not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to 
the ſaving of his houſe. Thus we ſee, that it was his 
being perſuaded of perſonal danger that moved him 
to fear, and his belief of perſonal deliverance that. 
rompted him to build an ark at the command of 
God; and that which animated the ſaints in all their 
noble acts, was the faith of their perſonal intereſt in 
the love, mercy, and care, of a faithful covenant 
keeping God, as appears from this chapter and the 
whole teſtimony of Scripture. 

S. You remind me of the vulgar proverb, 66 As the 
fool thinks, the bell clinks ;” you have imbibed ſuch 
a notion of faith, as includes perſonal intereſt, ſo 
that you pervert all that 1 lay, to ſupport your here- 
tical thoughts about believing; but it is certain, 
that faith is neither more or leſs than a perſwaſion of 
the mind, that the things reported to us are true. 
In believing our aſſent is not grounded merely on 
the reaſonableneſs, nor on our intereſt in the things 
related, but ſolely on the veracity of the reporter; 
hence it is, that many things that are prodigies are 
ſurely beljeved, even by thoſe who think themſelves 
maſters of reaſon, on the mere probity of the infor- 
mer, which is an awful proof of the great degene- 
racy of men, who readily credit what fallen mor- 
tals declare, but will not believe what God in the 
moſt folemn manner makes known to us, unleſs they 


can ſee the reaſonablneſs of it; nevertheleſs, wiſdom 
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is juſtified of her children, who are fully perſwaded 
of the truth of all-things contained in the Scriptures, 
on the bare record of God. I have before obſerved, 
that {faith bears the ſame ſignification in ſpiritual as 
in temporal things; if it were not ſo, the Bible 
might as well be in an unknown language, the com- 
mon reader would be abſolutely miſled by it, as 
every one would neceſſarily take it in the general uſe 
of the word in which he uſed to underſtand it, and it 
is a word of no doubtful ſignification; it always 
means believing or being convinced of the truth of 
any thing teſtified to us; and till you can fully prove, 
that ſomething more is implied in our common uſe 
of the word faith than what I have now obſerved, I 
{bali ſtill believe, that nothing more is intended by _ 
the word as it ſtands in the Scriptures. 1 

C. That the word faith bears the ſame ſenſe in 

Divine as in human things is true; but it muſt be 
obſerved, that our meaning of it is always according 
to the nature of the report; if the things have no 
aſpect upon us, neither as to good or evil, we mean 
no more by the word faith, than a bare aſſent of tne 
mind; but if the report engroſſeth us, and ali our 
affairs, we do not give credit to the thing, unleſs we 
believe our perſonal concern in it; ſo then, by the 
word faith in ſuch a report, we expreſs not only our 
aſſent, but alſo our perſonal connection with the 
thing teſtified. This is the two obvious ſenſes in 
which the word is uſed in common things; it is in 
this laſt view of the term that we are in the Goſpel 
called to believe, and that becauſe there is nothing 
in Chriſtianity which is, or ought to be, deemed. 
foreign to us; therefore, a bare aſſent to the things 
contained in the Scriptures, falls greatly ſhort of that 
faith which the Goſpel enjoins, and comes not up to 
the common uſe of the word in worldly things that 
are ſomewhat ſimilar, as thus: If any man were to 
promiſe to do this or that for you, could you ſay 
that you believed him, if you be not perſwaded 
that he will act according to his engagement; for it 
; F 2 15 
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is moſt certain, that in all free and poſitive decla- 
rations of the like nature, we do not believe them 
unleſs we are aſſured that they ſhall be made good 
to us, and our aſſurance is the ſtronger according ta 
the knowledge we have of the ability and veracity 
of the perſon engaged; therefore it is evident, that 
we do not recede from the true ſenſe and common 
uſe of the word faith, in all things that are of an in- 
tereſting nature, when we ſay, that aſſurance of per- 
ſonal intereſt is neceſſarily implied, and effential to 
faith, when proportioned to the Goſpel teſtimony, 
which is inculcated on us. And this would appear 
in a glaring light, if the ſeveral articles of our holy 
religion were duly conſidered, as thus: That God 
made all things, knows all things, and is omnipreſent, . 
filling all places at one and the ſame time, governing 
and preſerving all creatures, &c. no perſon can be- 
heve this without including himſelf as being created, 
reſerved, and all his thoughts and actions under the 
inſpection of his all-wiſe Creator, We do not give 
credit to the Scripture account of the imputation of 
Adam's ſin to all his poſterity, the univerſal depra- 
vity of human nature, &c. unleſs we believe, that 
we are involved in his fin, guilt, and pollution; the 
impotence of man to do any thing of himſelf ac- 
ceptable to God, the delivering of himſelf from that 
eternal wrath to which, through ſin, they are ob- 
noxious; this, I ſay, will not be adhered to, unleſs 
we are fully convinced, that all we do is fin, and 
under the curle of the law. We do not believe the 
teſtimony of the Goſpel concerning that fall, and 
complete redemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus, and 


the free and ſure promiſe of eternal ſalvation made 


in Chriſt to all and every ſinner that ſhall believe in 
him, unleſs we are aſſured that it hath a favourable 

aſpect on vs perſonally. I might alſo remind you of 
the reſurrection of the dead, and the general judg- 
ment, which cannot be received as they ought to be, 
unleſs we believe ourſelves perſonally concerned in 
them; but what I have ſaid, 1 humbly think, may 


» 
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| ſuffice to ſhew, that perſonal intereſt is certainly con- 
rained leſs or more in the nature of ſaving faith. _ 
_ Give me leave to add, that as in believing we ne- 
ceſſarily apply to ourſelves things believed, that this 
is one reaſon, if not the greateſt, why the gentlemen 
whom you pointed at are ſo hardy as to diſregard the 
teſtimony of God; for if the report concerning the 
depravation of men, and the neceſſity of another's 
righteouſneſs, to Juſtify them before God, did only 
reſpect thoſe that are notoriouſly profligate and aban- 
doned creatures, thoſe who imagine they are more 
righteous than theſe publicans. They, I ſay, would 
readily ſubicribe to the things aforeſaid ; but as they 
cannot believe the Gcſpel teſtimony, without viewi 
themſelves on a level with the chief of ſinners, there- 
fore they diſregard that truth which ſtains their pre- 
tended rectitude, and moral rightebuſneſs, which 
they ſet up in oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of God; 
although many of them do believe the Golpel truths 
concerning the life, death, and reſurrection of Chriſt, 
and in your ſenſe of faith, they are true believers; 
but the Chriſtian faith is the act of the whole ſoul, 
urider the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and hath to 
do with Chriſt for its own ſalvation, as held forth in 
- the word of God; and even the weakeſt behevers 
tremble. at his word, for they fear the Lord and his 
goodneſs, Hoſea iii. 5. wondering that he hath not 
poured out the vials of his juſt diſpleaſure on their 
guilty heads, and ftand adoring the riches of his 
amazing and undeſerved mercy, flowing through the 
atoning blood of our dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
be ing enrbled by the unction of the Holy Ghoſt, to 
ſee the inexpreſſible beauty, the infinite fulneſs, and 
the admirable ſuitableneſs that there is in Chriſt to 
redeem them from all their miſeries, and richly ſup- 
ply all their wants. In this view, they are enabled 
to caſt themſelves, and all the burden of their fins 
upon him; and as they increaſe in the ſtrength and 
exerciſe of faith, through the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, they have more full diſcoveries of Chriſt in 
8 e all 
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all his offices and relations to them ; and being ſen- 
ſible of their groſs ignorance of God and themſelves, 
they depend on, and ſubmit to, him as their prophet 
for wiſdom and underſtanding; and conſcious of their 
complicated guilt, they receive and reſt upon him, 
as their great high prieſt, tor pardon and juſtification, 
through his atoning blood and perfect righteouſneſs, 
and ſenſible of their abſolute impotence, ſpiritual 
thraldom, and powerful enemies, they are enabled 
to ſubmit to him in his kingly office, depending ſolely 
on him for deliverance, and powerful grace to the 
ſabduing of their hearts, to do his revealed will, and 
chearfully ſubmit to his providential will, from a firm 
perſwaſion that he doth all things well. This is the 
faith that the Goſpel enjoins, and is the inſtrument in 
the hand of the Lord, the Spirit, of begetting joy 
and peace in the hearts of all thoſe who are turned 
from darkneſs to light, and from truſting in their 
own righteouſneſs to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the end of the. law for righteouſneſs to every one that 
believeth, Rom x. 4. Nothing ſhort of this, in ſome 
degree, is true Goſpel faith, even that faith which 
'the ſaints recorded 1n the Scriptures were partakers 
of. See Phil. iii. 8. Gal. ii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. i. 30. 
Tai. xxvi. 13. and thus it is evident, that not only 
an aſſent, or full perſwaſion of the mind touching 
the truth of all that is revealed concerning Chriſt, 
but allo a hearty receiving of him, dependence upon - 
him, and ſubjection to him, are all eſſential to the 
being of that faith which 1s unto ſalvation. 
$8. What you have now obſerved holds true in 
moſt things hinted at; but I cannot ſee, that becauſe 
| God hath ſent his Son into the world, therefore all 
that receive the Goſpel have ground to believe their 
perional intereſt in him. This would be to deny the 
doctrine of election and particular redemption, 
which are truths contained in the Bible; and if all 
are enjoined to believe, that they are perſonally i in- 
tereſted in Chriſt, and ſhall be ſaved, then ſome are 


commanded to believe alie, which is ſuch an abſurdity, 
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ſuffciemly proves the fallacy of your notion of faith. 

To be told that God is freely gracious, that he gave 
his Son to die to fave the chief of ſinners, that he is 
the Chriſt, is riſen from the dead, that God is well 
pleaſed in him, and the like, are truths of general 
concern, and the belief of them have nothing of per- 
ſonal aſſurance, or of ſpecial intereſt; for what is ſet 
before us in the word to be believed for falvation is 
true in itſelf, whether we believe it or not. 

C. If the Goſpel hath no ſpecial and certain aſpect 
on the eternal concern of every individual who are 
called to regard it, then the believing or not believ- 
ing is of very lutle conſequence ;, for we are required 
to believe that which we have no particular intereſt 
in, and the grace of the word is not to be viewed 
as belonging to us. The doctrines of eternal election 
and particular redemption are ſo fully and plainly - 
revealed, that none who reads the Bible with any 
attention can doubt their validity, without doing 
violence to their own underitanding, as well as the 
ſacred text ; but theſe things are not propoſed to us 
in the Goſpel, in order to our believing in Chriſt ; 
for election is not the object of ſaving faith, in be- 
lieving the ſoul is led, ſooner or later, to ſee it as a 
glorious privilege in Chriſt Jeſus; but they do not 
believe in it as the ground of their ſalvation, Chriſt 
alone being the only object of their faith, and the 
foundation of this and all other privileges, which are 
unto eternal life; neither is the word and free pro- 
miſe of mei cy, which 1s preached unto ſinners, built 
on election, nor on univerſality, nor the ſpeciality of 
Chriſt's death, but on the fulneſs, freeneſs, and vir- 

tuality of his merits, whereby he is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt, all that come unto God by him, Heb. vii. 25. 
And every one who are convinced of their guilty 
ſtate, and of the Goſpel ſalvation, they, as under the 
influence of grace, ſtand not querying about elec- 
tion, nor the extent of Chriſt's death, the Spirit of 
God having opened their eyes to ſee the freeneſs, 
tulneſs, and ſuitableneſs that there 1s in Chriſt to re- 

| lieve 


cord, that Ged hath given unto us eternal life, and this 
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ltieve them. Under this view they are enabled to reſt 
their guilty and impotent ſouls on him; from thence 
they find unſpeakable Joy and peace in believing, Acts 
xvii. 30. Rom. xv. 13. From this it follows, that 
neither election, nor the peculiarity of Chriſt's death, 
comes properly under the conſideration of a finner's 
coming to, or believing in Chriſt ; (for my part, I 
know nothing of coming to Chrift as elected, but as 
a miſerable ſinner ; and being enabled; to deleve in 
Chriſt, I am led to ſee my election and ſalvation, not 


as 2 conſequence of believing, but as the fruit of 

everlaſting love beſtowed on worthleſs men, through 
the mediation of our glorious Emanuel) nor is elec- 
tion any argument againſt the convinced ſinner be- 


eving, that they have remiſſion of fins and ſalvation 
in Chriſt z for this is the ſum of the Goſpel. Luke 


xxiv. 47. That nepentance and remiſſion of fins ſhould 
be preached in his name among all nations; and if we 


are not to belicve, that every one of us hath for our- 
ſelves, remiſſion of our fins and eternal life in Chriſt 
Jeſus, then there is no connection, nor proportion 


betwixt that faith which the Goſpel enjoins, and the 


truth which it reports to us; and the believer is yet 
in his fins, and muſt ſeek relief under guilt ſome 
other way than in the belief of the truth. Thus your 
notion of faith deprives the Lambs of Chriſt of the 
comfort of that which is the chief bleſſing of the 


_ Goſpel, and the Saviour's procurement, viz. In whom 


we have redemption through his blood, even the forgive- 


nes of fins, Col. i. 14. And your e en of 


faith makes the Goſpel of the ſame tenor with the 
law, which is to do and live. But the Goſpel is to 
be viewed as an act of indemnity, proceeding trom 


the compaſſionate heart of our offended God, founded 


on the infinite righteouſneſs of his Son, Jeſus Chriſt, 
in which he graciouſly holds out the remiſſion of fins 
and final ſalvation, to all and every one of the ſinners 


of mankind, who ſhall receive it as a free gift, in; 


and through the mediation of Chriſt. This is the re- 


fe 
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life is in bis Son, 1 John v. 11. He that Believetb on 
the Son hath everlaſting life, and he that believeth not 
the Son, -fhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him, John iii. 36. Thus we ſee that when all are 
called to believe in Chriſt, and that they have life in 
receiving him; none, I ſay, are required to aſſent to 
a lie; for that God hath given, or held out, eternal 
life to us finners, in his Son, is a truth, whether it 
is believed or not; and it is true of all who are re- 
quired to believe it, or how could the not believing 
the teſtimony of God be making him a liar, if he has 
not made ſuch a promiſe or teſtimony reſpecting thoſe 
that never believed? On the whole, as all men are 
involved under the law charge of guilt, ſo all men 
are included under the Goſpel declaration of mercy ; 
and all and every one who believeth ir, ſhall find the 
immenſe bleſſings of it rerminating on them, in and 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life. 
John xx. 31. | 1 855 
S. That all men may plead the merits of Chriſt 
for the pardon of their fins, is a point that I am far 
from denying z the Goſpel record beats the ſame aſ- 
pect on one finner as on another, treating us all on 
a level, while it is the moſt important and interefting 
to us all; but the Goſpel does no where, imme- 
diately or directly, declare the ſpecial intereſt of any 
man now, living, therefore ſuck an aſſurance is 
groundleſs and dangerous; and as the Scripture no 
where declares, that any one now in our world is 
elected, or that his fins are forgiven, it muſt be pre- 
ſumption for any one to think to, for the freedom of 
divine grace, as held forth in the Goſpel, is open 
and common to ſinners in general, and therefore can» 
not warrant any perſon to believe, that he has a par- 
ticular intereſt in Chriſt, ot 
C. If ever any finner had, from the Divine decla- 
ration of mercy, a ſufficient ground to believe their 
ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt, then all ſuch finners have 
the very ſame ground now; for the Goſpel retains 
the ſame fulneſs and freedom of grace now that it 
ever did; and it is moſt clear and certain, that the 
25 G Bt aſſurance 
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aſſurance of the Saints recorded in the Scriptures was 
founded on the Divine teſtimony, and received by 
faith, viz. Remember thy word unto thy ſervant, on Pee 
thou haſt cauſed me to hope, Pal. cxix. 49. I Had 
fainted unleſs I had believed. to ſee the goodneſs of the 
Lord in the land of the living, Pſal. xxvil. 13. We be- 
lieve, that through the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
wwe ſhall be ſaved, Acts xvi 11. and many more 
Scriptures might be cited of the ſame i import; and 
the Goſpel never did declare to any man, that he 
had a particular intereſt in Chriſt, but under the 
conſideration of his being a believer, and its lan- 
guage is the ſame now that ever it was. To the un- 
believer it favs, Let the wicked forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and turn unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our 
Cod, and he will abundantly pardon, Iiai. lv. 6. And 
if there is any man now living that believeth in 
Chriſt, the Goſpel telleth all ſuch, that their iniqui- 
ties are pardoned, for there is no condemnation to 
them who are thus in Chriſt Jeſus; and if you do 
not view thoſe with whom you hold fellowſhip as 
believers, then you cannot love them as real Chriſ- 
tians; but if you receive them to your community 
as the genuine friends and members of Chriſt, why 
do you ſay, that the Goſpel does not determine the 
ſpecial intereſt of any man now living, when it ſo 
expreſsly declares to all that now believe: But ye are 
waſhed, but ye are ſantiified, but ye are juſtified, in the 
name of the Lord Teſus, and by the Spirit of our God, 
1 Cor. vi. 11. bal was written aforetime was Writ- 
zen for our learning, that we, through patience and com- 
fort of the Scriptures, might have hope, Rom. xv. 4. 
And the Chriſtian hope floweth immediately from 
faith, and is ſtrengthened according to the degree of 
it. Rom. xv. 13. Now the Cod of hope fill you and with 
all joy and peace, in believing, that you may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghoſt. Salvation 
is as inſeparably connected with Nu now as it was 
formerly, and therefore all that now believe, ac- 
cording to the Goſpel, ſhall alſuredly be let 
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Thus ſpeaketh Job xix. 25. For I know that ny Re-. 


dztemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day 
upon the earth; and though worms deſtroy this body, 


yet in my fleſb ſhall 1 fee God, This is the proper lan- 


guage of faith; and as what the law faith, it faith 


to them that are under the law, even ſo all that the 


Goſpel faith, it faith it to all thoſe that now believe 


the teſtimony of God, Rom. iii. 21, 22. But now 


the righteouſneſs of God without the law is manifeſted, 
being witneſſed by the laty and the Prophets, even the 


righteouſneſs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt 


unto all, and upon all them that believe, for there is no 


| difference. Thus we ſee, that the Scripture doth. 


clearly and fully aſſert, that every one that believeth 
hath a ſpecial intcreſt in Chriſt ; therefore all ſuch 


have a ſufficient ground for their aſſurance of eternal 


life in the teſtimony of God, unleſs it be dangerous 


to confide in the bare promiſe of God revealed to the 


heart, and contained in the word, and preſumption 
to rely by faith alone on the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
for acceptance with God, without ſome works done 
by them to ſupport their hope of eternal life, which 


is the doctrine of our modern Phariſees, and is inſe- 


parably connected with your definition of faith. 

Your obſerving, that as the Goſpel is alike open 
to all ſinners, cannot, therefore, warrant any one to 
believe his particular intereſt in it, This, I humbly 
think, is as bad logic as divinity ; for if the Goſpel 
is thus tendered, and ſuitable to all ſinners alike, 
then it certainly warrants all ſinners that believe it, 
to be aſſured of relief from it; for as all men, ſeverally 
conſidered, ſtand in need of, and enjoy as much of 
the natural ſun as if there were but one perſon in the 
world, juſt ſo every ſinner ſtands. in the ſame abſolute: 
neceſſity of the ſame Jeſus to bleed and die for him, 


as if there had been but one ſinner to die for; and 


all that grace and glory, which flows through a cruci- 
fied and rifen Saviour, comes in- the Goſpel decla- 
ration to every ſinner perſonally, and terminates on 
erery* individual believer; ſo that every ſingle Chriſ- 
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tian may, with great propriety and certainty, ſay with 

Apoltle, Gal. ii. 20. The life which 1 now live in the 
fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 

mie, and gave himſelf for me. To write and preach 
ſhort of this, is to keep back from the children of 
light the chief part of the counſel of Heaven, to 
muzzle the Divine oracle, to nullify and render void 
the record of God in the moſt eſſential and intereſting 
matters. TS, Ee 

S. The Scripture inſiſts on many things as neceſ- 
ſary to prove our particular intereſt, all which are 
declared to be the fruits and effects of faith. If then 
faviog faith be in the mind previous to any of theſe 

neceſſary proofs, how can it be conceived that faith 
itſelf ſhould contain a direct perſwaſion of particular 

Intereſt? Neither is there any need for ſuch aſſurance, 
in order to be a ground of hope; and when any 
make it the chief ſupport of their mind, they are 
reſting their ſouls. upon what the Scriptures doth. not 
aſſure them of, and may be deceiving themſelves, as 
many have done. | 3 

C. It is an awful truth that many do deceive them 

ſelves, and we are all prone to reſt in the ſhadow of 
things, inſtead, of the ſubſtance; but we are ſure there 
can be no deception, where the Goſpel comes not in 
word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much. affurance, 1 Theſſ. i. 5. whereby they 
are helped to view it in it own light, and accept of 

it in its juſt importance, without any other evidence 
of their right to Chriſt, than what is apprehended 
and, received. in believing the teſtimony of God, and 
therefore called the /ub/tance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. And I 
humbly think, that your obſervation. is groundleſs; 

for the Scripture. no where ſpeaks of any thing as a 
direct evidence of intereſt, but believing, and ex- 
preſsly faith, that be that believeth hath the witneſs. 
in bimſel}, 1 John v. 10. It exhorts us to add to our 
faith, virtue, and the like, which is uſeful to prove 


the divinity of it; yet the Goſpel aſſurance of ſalva- 


* 


tion 
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tion 1s not founded on works, but works flow from 
the aſſurance of faith, as the effect from the cauſe; 
and as all effects ſerve to evince the nature and force 
of their cauſes, even ſo Goſpel obedience corrobo- 
rateth with ſaving faith, in witneſſing to the truth 
of that aſſurance which is received in believing z 
hence we ſee the cloſe conneQion that there is be- 
twixt faith and works, and their joint teſtimony to 
the truth of the believers peculiar intereſt in Chriſt, 
and the power of Divine grace in the heart. Faith 
gives a weight and dignity to all works done under 
its influence, Heb. xiii. 15, 16. And works are a 
viſible proof, that our faith is not ſpurious, but ge- 
nuine and ſcriptural, James ii, 18. True faith then 
is a living and influencing principle, acting from the 
love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in the heart; and all the 
Goſpel precepts which believers are enjoined to ob- 
ſerve, are founded on the ſuppoſition of a ſpecial re- 
lation, ſubſiſting betwixt Chriſt and every one of them, 
as thus: Ze are not your own, for ye are bought with 
a price; therefore glorify God with your bodies and your 
ſpirits, which are his. Be kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Chriff's 
ſake hath forgiven you, Eph. iv. 31. Return ye bach. 
ſliding children, for I am married unto you, ſaith the 
Lord, Jer. ili. 13. Thele and many more texts prove, 
that a perſonal intereſt in Chriſt is received directly 
upon believing the ſacred word, and in ſome degree 
exiſts in the mind prior to any viſible fruits flowing 
from it; for if the Chriſtian is called to the practice 
of holineſs, from the conſideration of his peculiar al- 
liance to, Chriſt, then a ſenſe of his ſpecial. intereſt, 
in ſome degree, is abſolutely needful to produce a 
chearful, uniform, and evangelical obedience; for 
that duty, or work, which is not done from a ſenſe 
of the Divine love terminating en us, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, is partly legal, ſervile, and from 
the ſpirit of bond age. 
S. Though the Chriſtian faith does not contain a 
direct nn of particular intereſt, yet the tidings 
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brought us openly i in the Goſpel are a ſufficient hay 


For our fouls, whenſoever theſe truths are believed. 


We are told in the Goſpel, that they convey peace, 
hope, and comfort to the mind. Ihus when the 
Gentiles heard that Chriſt was ſet for a light to them, 
and that he ſhould be for ſalvation to the ends of the 
earth, though not one of them was told of a ſpecial 
intereſt, yet they being perſwaded 'of the general 


truth, was glad, and glorified the word'of the Lord, 


Acts xiii. 48. And, ſurely, there is enough to caſe 
the mind, pacify the conſcience, and free it from ter- 
rifying fears, upon being told and perſwaded, that 
Jeſus is an all-ſufficient and entirely free Saviour for 
loſt ſinners. This is the faith which the Apoſtles | 
preached; and it evidently ſuppoſes, that there is a 


tufficient ground of hope, and fource of comfort, in 


this Goſpel of the grace of God. 

C. As Chriſt is ſet forth for a light to the Gentifes 
in general, and for ſalvation to the ends of the earth, 
without any exception to any perſon or perſons under 


the characters of ſinners, as ſuch, therefore every one 


who hears the Goſpel declaration, is warranted, and 
called to accept of Chriſt for th-ir own Saviour to 
the ſalvation of their ſouls; and all thoſe who are 
enabled to lay hold on Chriſt and eternal life in him 
for themſelves, do glorify the word of the Lord. 


The Gentiles of whom you ſpoke were ſuch as ap- 


pears from the text, As many as were ordained to eter- 


nal life believed. The ſun of righteouſneſs ſhined into 


their hearts; in his light they ſaw light, and were 
favoured with a view of the Divine mercy, blotting 


out their fins in particular: this, I ſay, they faw - 
through their believing in Chriſt; and therefore they 


had good reaſon to be glad; but nor according to 


pour notion of faith, which ſeparates ſpecial intereſt 
in Chriſt from believing. To hear that Chriſt is an 


able and free Saviour cannot be a full ground of 
joy, if I am not to believe, that he is, and will con- 
tinue to be, all that unto me which the Divine word 


altes it * that your faich in the Divine 
teſtimony 


—_— 


{ 05-7) 


teſtimony gives no immediate and certain ground of 
comfort. Thoſe wao view the Goſpel as a condi- 
tional ſalvation, agree with you, that it furniſheth 
all men with ſufficient ground of comfort; becauſe, 
ſay they, it requires nothing but what may be eaſily 
performed; and your account of faith ſtands in a 
cloſe connection with ſalvation on this tenure, which 
gives no aſſurance of eternal life, but on the footing 
of our own obedience. But, if you think that the 
Goſpel-is, as it really is, abſolute and unconditional, 
then no perſon can fully believe it as having a reſpect 
to himſelf, without being perſwaded, leſs or more, 
of -his peculiar intereſt in it; and all thoſe who pre- 
tend to believe the record, and are not thus aſſured, 
are ſuch who fear they have not done ſuch things as 
are ſufficient to ſupport their hope; and this legal 
ſurmiſe is the genuine fruit of your faith, and abſo- 
jutely contrary to the freedom of the Goſpel; for 
by grace ye are ſaved through faith, and that not of 
your ſelves, it is the gift of God, E phel. ii. 8. Thus 
it appears, that your definition of faith is inadequate 
to the teſtimony of God, and ineffectual to the relief 
of a diſtreſſed ſoul; but the faith which is of God 
brings immediate comalation, and is a ſovereign 
balm to every wound of the foul, Thus when the 
ſinner's conſcience ſmarts with guilt, and fears the 
wrath of God, in believing they are comforted, 
Rom. v. 1. Being "juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. When conflicting 
with the world, the fleſh, and the Devil, the Chrii- 
tian is ſupported in believing Chriſt's word, 2 Cor. 
i. 9. My grace is ſufficient for you, my firength is per- 
| fete in weakneſs. Again, when the believer is ap- 
Proaching to the throne of grace, he is aſſured of ac- 
ceptance in believing, that we have an advocate wits 


the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, 1, John tl. 14. 


Who is able to ſave to. the uttermoſt all that come unto 
God by him, Heb. vii. 25. In a word, the Golpel 
taich comtorts under every diſcouragement, animates 
in every duty, enables to hope even againit hope, is 
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light in darkneſs, and life in death; for Chriſt dwelt 
in the believers heart by faith, and in believing they 
know that Chriſt is theirs, and they are his, Song 
11.15, This is the true faith which the Apoſtles fo 
laboriouſly preached, and zealouſly maintained ; the 
faith which rejoiced their hearts in the midſt of deep 
tribulation, Rom. v. 3. But the faith you plead for 
falls greatly ſhort of that faith which was enjoined 
by the Apoſtles, . and of which they were partakers, 
and by which they comforted others with the ſame 
comforts wherewith they were comforted of God; 
but your faith denies us the preſent comfort of the 
pardon of your perſonal fins, keeping us in the dark 
concerning our intereſt in Chriſt, hiding from us the 


aſſurance of eternal life, directing profeſſors to draw 


all their comfort touching the being of thoſe momen- 
tous points from their perſonal external obedience, 
thereby leading them to conceit, that they are better 
than others ; for they who ground their aſſurance of 
eternal life on their own perſonal performances, muſt 
view themſelves more righteous than thoſe, who, 
they ſuppoſe, want this ground of hope; and- the 
faith which you want to obtrude on us, founds aſ- 
ſurance on our own works. In this, your faith is ſo 
far from excluding boaſting, that it is the grand ſup- 
Port of it; and the Phariſee (my brother) about 
whom you have made ſuch a ſearch to find in your 
neighbours, ſeems to be lurking in your own boſom, 
and nouriſhed by your own doctrine, 
S. The account I have given of the matter and 
nature of faith is moſt directly oppoſed to all legaliſm, 
even of the moſt refined nature; for if that which is 
to be believed, be nothing but free and perfect ſalva- 
tion in another, there can be no room for ſelf.- de- 
pendence, eſpecially if we remember, that faith is no 
act of ours, in order to obtain the Divine favour, 
but it is a mere perſwaſion of the truth, wherein the 
mind thinks of nothing for its hope and comfort, 
but the ſovereign freedom of Divine grace in Chriſt; 
and this faith is equally oppoſed to all 1 
5 . | INCE 
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ſince the nature and genuine effects of it ' muſt be 'a 
careful attendance to the direction given and duties 
required in the word of grace. Ge, 05 
C. I willingly perſwade myſelf, that your meaning 

is better than what your words plainly import; for 
even after you have put your account of faith in the 
heſt light you can, when conſidered in its true mean. 
ing, it is not ſo far removed from either legaliſm or 
Antinomianiſm as you ſeem to imagine; for what- 
ſoe ver encomiums you pals on the freedom of grace; 

yet when the weight of perſonal aſſurance reſts di- 
realy on our own obedience, and not received ſimply 
by faith, it is little better than groſs legaliſm; and, 
on the other hand, thoſe who ground their aſſurance 
on their external obedience, flowing from their no- 
tional faith, ſeparated from an internal work of the 
Spirit of God, revealing Chriſt to the ſoul, and 
thereby carrying on a work of ſanctiſication; this aſ- 
ſurance, I ſay, is no better than that of an Antinomian, 
becauſe their obedience is but licentiouſneſs, when 
compared to the true Chriſtian evangelical obedience 
required in the Goſpel, and contended for by thoſe to 
whom you give the character of popular preachers. 
Although part of what you have laft ſaid amounts to 
the very ſame account which they give of faith ; for 
if the {inner has nothing for his hope of ſalvation but 
the mercy of God in Chriſt, and this blefled news 
of the Goſpel comes with power to his mind, ſo as 
to fill him with joy and peace in believing, without 
any regard had to his paſt, preſent, or future obe- 
dience, then this implies a direct view of perſonal 
intereſt in Chriſt by faith; for it is contrary to all 
rational experience to rejoice, on our own accounts 
in an abſolute promiſe or report, of which we are not 
to believe that we have any eſpecial intereſt in it, A 
promiſe that is conditional, we may work ourſelves 
into it; but that which is abſolute and unconditional, 
we can have no part in it but through the mere 

favour of the promiſer. The Goſpel is of this ſort ; 
and all who receive it, receive it as giycn freely to 
e them 
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them in Chriſt Jeſus; ; and thoſe that believe mould 


be careful to maintain good works, not to make 


good their intereſt, but purely to ſhet forth the praiſes 


of him <who bath calltd ben out of darkneſs into ts 


marvelous light. 


'S. The deſcription that we give of faith is entirely 
ſcriptural ; and we are well ſupported in aſſerting, 
that it gives no certain ſecurity of eternal life, or 
that no perſon can be aſſured of the favour of God 
to himſelf in a ſimple belief of the Goſpel; for 
though, according to the Scriptures, every one that 
underitands and believes the true Goſpel fhall be 
ſaved: by it, yet the Goſpel being of a practical na- 
ture, nothing ſhort of a conduct agreeable thereunto 


can be a ſufficient proof that he believes what he 


rofeſſeth; and all ſuch perſwaſions as are unat- 
tended with the proper fruits of faith muſt, in their 


on nature, be invalid and enthuſiaſtical, however any 


fuch aſſurances, impreſſions, manifeſtarions; or reve- 
lations, may be dignified with the title of the witneſs, 
or teal of the Spirit, the afſurance of faith, or the 
faith of aſſurance. 

Sometimes you ſay, that the truth ene ed is 
faith; again you ſay, faith is, that all our hope of 
eternal life is founded on what Jeſus hath done; 
and this laſt account comes neareſt to the point, it 


you will admit that it is a ſure hope, not founded 


Jointly on what we Thall do, and what Chriſt has 
done, but ſolely upon what Chriſt in his own perſon 
hath already done. In this light it includes ſpecial 
intereſt” in Chriſt, as the Lord our righteouſneſs aud 


frrength; but if you will not allow this, then the 


faith and hope you ſpeak of is abſolutely legal, and 
cannot ſtand without your own works to ſupport it; 


and this ſeems to be intended by your ſaying, that 


the Goſpel is of a practical nature; the expreſſion is 
dark, but according to your own words, we can take 
no aſſured comfort from the Goſpel till we perform 


its precepts, If fo, it is no more a Goſpel of free 


grace, but it is of the tenor of the law, as it gives 
no 


of 
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no certainty of life ſeparated from our works; but 
the Goſpel which the Apoſtles preached, is a decla- 
ration of pardonipg mercy to the chief of ſinners, 
founded on the practical and perfect obedience of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto the death of the croſs, thereby 
procuring and ſecuring eternal life ro all who ſhall 
believe in, or receive him. Therefore to him thai 
worketh not, but believeth in him that juſtifieth the uns 
gedly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs, Rom: iv. fa. 
for none of our works are needtul to cnable the Goſ- 
pel to juſtify us; but when it is believed in the light 
and power of the Lord, the Spirit, the grace of 1t 
is effectual in his hand, to bring every thought into 
the obedience of Jeſus, 2 Cor. x. 6. And to make 
the believer fruitful in every goed work, neither is faith 
at any time without internal fruits or effects; yet 
theſe effects are not the ground of their aſſurance; 
but theſe internal effects flow immediately from the 
aſſurance of the Divine love received in believing, as 
thus: Suppoſing a rich man to promiſe to one who 
is in debt and caſt into priſon, that he will liberate 
him, by freely paying the full ſum he owed ; if the 
| indigent perſon gave credit to it, he cannot but find 
emotions of love and gratitude in his heart towards 
his generous benefactor ; yet this diſpoſition of his 
mind is not the ground on which he believeth, but 
it is ſolely the veracity of the promiſer, and his joy 
is the effect of his crediting the report; juſt and 
much more fo is it with the ſinner that believes the 
Goſpel teſtimony and promiſe, becaule it comes with 
a2 Divine power, and the grace of it is interlined in 
the heart, ſo that it neceſſarily produceth both in- 
ward and outward effects, yet neither the internal 
nor the external works are the direct lupport. of their 
aſſurance z and if we receive the pardon of fin by 
faith without works, and juſtification by faith wi. hout 
works, then it follows, that aſſurance of particular 
relation to Chriſt muſt be received by faith ithout 
works, and that the former is true, ſee Rom, ini, 28. 


He nel that a man is juſtified by faith without 
H 2 tae 
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the deeds of the law. Acts xxvi. 18. That they may 
receive the forgiveneſs of- fins, and an inheritance among 
them that are ſanitified by faith that is in me. Pardon 
and juſtification are inſeparably connected with faith, 
and none can be pardoned and juſtified without ſpe- 
cial intereſt in+ Chriſt; therefore, that aſſurance 
which the Chriſtian is aſcertained of by faith, or in 
believing, is neither enthuſiattical nor licentious, 
being founded on the everlaſting righteouſneſs of 
him in whom all the promiſes are, yea and in him, 
Amen, 2 Cor. i. 20, and this faith effectually purgeth 
the heart unto the unfeigned love of the brethren, 
1 Pet. 1. 21. and allow me to obſerve, that the Chriſ- 
tian is ſometimes as diffident about the quality of his 
faith as that of his works; his hope of glory is not 
built on his act of faith, but ſolely on Chriſt, the 
object of it contained in the free promiſe ; therefore 
J have all along ſaid, that aſſurance of ſalvation is 
received in believing, not for believing, nor founded 
on the act of believing no more than on works. 7 
have believed, therefore have I ſpoken. 

S. I think it hath been abundantly proved, that 
no perſon's eternal election, ſpecial intereſt, or even- 
cual ſalvation, can be certified in any other way than 

in and by a continued obedience to the will of Chriſt, 
1 ſet forth in the Divine word; and I could venture 
the Whole argument upon 1 [John i Il. 2, 4. Hereby 
ae know that we know him, if we keep his command- 
ments; he that ſaith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. £ 
Here are two as plain and poſitive aſſertions as any 
in the whole Bible; therefore, whatſoever ſpirit con- 
tradicts, or in any meaſure ſets this kind of evidence 
in any degree unneceſſary, cannot be of God; who- 
ſoever then cheriſheth an aſſurance in his mind which 
riſeth higher than his evidence, and whoſoever 
thinketh that his evidences riſeth higher than his obe · 
dience, muſt be under the influence of ſome delufive 
ſpirit, whether his aſſurance be derived from any 
| 9 me vpon his mind, or from refletion 
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upon paſt experience, we may be ſure that the Spirit 
of God never did, never will witneſs contrary to the 
word of God. 

C. The knowledge which the text you have cis 
ſpeaks of, does not ſimply reſpect the certainty 
which a believer has of his own ſtate, but the evi- 
dence which we give to others, and receive from 
them, touching our joint acquaintance with, and re- 
lation to, Chriſt; and it is of the ſame ſcope with 
James ii. 18. But ſuppoſing it to be as you have re- 

reſented it, I know of none that ſets it altogether 
aſide. I have already obſerved, that obedience is a 
corroborating proof of ſpecial intereſt ; but it is not 
the direct, nor of itſelf a certain evidence as will 
appear, if we conſider the ſeveral ways by which the 
believer is certified in this point; and iſt, The Chriſ- 
tian becomes aſſured of eternal life, by being en- 
abled to believe from the heart the reſtimony of 


God. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the wit- 


neſs in himſelf, 1 John v. 10. But theſe are written 
that ye might believe, that Jeſus Chrift is the Son of 
God, and that believing, you might have life through 
his name, John xx. 32. He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlaſting life, John iii. 36. And this 
aſſurance which is received by faith cannot riſe higher 
than its evidences, which are neither more nor leſs 
than the ſpotleſs obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, the pro- 
miſe, power, and faithfulneſs of God revealed'; in the 
Goſpel, Heb. vi. 18. recorded in Heaven by rhe 
Father, Word, and Holy Ghoft, 1 Jchn v. 7. and 
ratified in the reſurrection of Chriſt trom the dead, 

Who was delivered for our offences, and roſe again for 
our juſtification, Rom. iv. 26. And this teſtimony is 
more to be depended on than the molt ſolemn atteſ- 

tation of men and angels, and more permanent than 
Heaven and earth; for the mountains ſhall depart, 
and the hills ſhall be removed, but my kindneſs Gall not 
depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace 
| be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee 

ai. Ixiv. 10. And the language of true faith to al 
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1 is, M ho ſhall lay any thing to the. charge 
7 God's eleft ? It is God that juſtifieth. Who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather. that is 
riſen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
alſo maketh interceſſion for us, Rom. viii. 33. Again. 
*Believers are certified of their part in Chriſt by the 
work of grace in their hearts, and the fruits = it in 
their lives, Iſai; xxvi. 13. Lord, thou wilt ordain 
peace for us, for thou haſt wrought all our work in us. 
We know that we are paſſed from death unto life, becauſe 
we love the brethren ; but neither inward nor external 
obedience is of itſelf any evidence, but in connection 
with faith. Again, Rom. viii 16. The Spirit ſelf 
beareth witneſs with our ſpirit that we are the children 
of Ged ; from which we may note, that this joint ieſ- 
timony of the Spirit with their ſpirit, is not made 
Either to men or to angels, but to their own hearts, 
whereby they know ſeverally for themſelves their re- 
lation to God as children, which is the third way of 
the believer's receiving aſſurance, and is firſt in a 
way of bearing teſtimony_to the truth of that grace 
and ſincerity which he, the Lord, the Spirit, hath 
wrought, and implanted in the believer's heart, 
which the Apoſtle: calls, his conſcience bearing him Wit- 
meſs in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xi. 1. And ſecondly, 
the Holy Spirit bears witneſs in an immediate and 
powerful manner, applying to the afflicted foul, the 
blood, righteouſneſs, grace, and everlaſting love of 
Chriſt, as contained in the promiſe of a gracious and 
faithful God ; z and all this in fo rich and powerful a 
way, as fills the ſoul with inexpreſſible joy, and aſ- 
ſurance of eſpecial intereſt in God. Iſai. li. 12. J. 
even I, am he that comforteth you, Sc. And thus the 
believer is certified without reſpect to any of his 
works; and this confidence cannot ariſe higher than 
its evidence; which is the teſtimony of the Spirit of 
truth, who cannot lie; neither can, nor doth the Lord, 
the Spirit, act in all this contrary to the Scriptures; z 
for there the Lord graciouſly ſpeaketh even to thoſe 
Who have wearied him with their ſins, and made him 

te 
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to ſerve with their iniquities, Lal. xliii. 25, 26. Fa 
even I, am he that  blotteth' out thy tranſoreſſions, for 
thine own name's ſake, and will not remember thy fins; 
put me in remembrance, let us plead together, declare ye, 
that you might be juſtified. Now, as the Lord thus 
ſpeaketh to perſons who are going on in fin, it can 
be no incongruity, nor any impeachment of his ſpot- 
leſs purity, to bear teſtimony in the aforeſaid manner 
to the ſoul of the diſtreſſed Chriſtian, which is abun- 
dantly confirmed by the experience of the faints re. 
corded in Scripture, and by many now in our world; 
nevertheleſs, the comfort of this manifeftation and 
teſtimony may ſoon be loſt, through the tempta- 
tions of Satan, and the workings of uttbelief Teal. 
xxx. Thou hideſt thy face, and Fabas tro! ed ; neither 
can our obedience of itſelf reſtore joy, for all their 
virtue depends on believing, ſo Job xxiii. 8. Behold, 
I go forward, but he is not "There ; and backward, but 
I cannot perceive him; on the 22 hand where he doth 
work, but I cannot behold him; he hideth humnſelf on the 
right hand, that I cannot ſee him. In the next words 
we ee, that his relief was in the way of believing, 
ver. 10. But he knoweth the way that I take; when 
Ve hath tried me, I. ſhall come forth as gold; and if we 
do not know that we have peace with God by faith, 
prior to our obedience, how can we know that our 
works are acceptable with God, ſo as to be aſſured 
of eternal life ; our works are partial ; many things 
often, if not entirely, omitted, and what we do are 
abſolutely imperfect; how then can they give us a 
ground to believe, that we are intereſted in Chriſt. 
Again, how can any works done by us give us aſ- 
ſurance, that we ſhall perſevere in well: doing, for 

many ſeem to begin in the ſpirit who end in the fleſh; 
and therefore, no man, upon your notion of faith, 
can have any certain ground for the hope of eternal 
life; but the Chriſtian faith gives us a direct and ſure 
ground of our ſpecial intereſt in theſe great points, 
both in reſpect to perſcverance in the ways of God, 


and the en of eternal life; for faithful is he 
_ who 
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who hath promiſed, who alſo will do it. hs are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto ſalvation, 
1 Pet. i. 7, From the whole it is evident, that the 
aſſurance of faith, or the faith of aſſurance, which 
reſteth alone its evidence of ſpecial intereſt on the 
Divine teſtimony, 1s truly evangelical, and riſeth no 
higher than its evidence, neither ſhall it ever fail; 
but that aſſurance which is founded on our own obe- 
dience, riſeth much higher than its evidences ; and, 
according to your own words, is only from a deluſive 
ſpirit, and altogether unſcriptural, and at belt 1 is but 


weak and unſtable as water. 
S. It has been ſaid, that the actings of faith as 
they are called, in the workings of the affections, are 


ſo powerful and ſelf-evident, that a perſon can no 
more doubt of his faith, or of his eſpecial intereſt, 
than he can be inſenſible of the ſtrong emotions of 


bis own mind; but let it be remembered, that ſuch 


an aſſurance may be proved to be only a fond ima- 
gination, and no more than what the ſtony ground 


hearers have found in themſelves. It is injurious to 
the character of the Holy Spirit to ſuppoſe, that he 
witneſſeth to our Sonſhip, while we are actually ne- 


glecting the obedience required, or declining to ſuffer 


for Chriſt's ſake ; and that which is any proper proof 
of an intereſt in Chriſt, conſiſts in thoſe workings of 


the affections, which accompany actual obedience to 
the laws of Chriſt; taking Goſpel experience and 


evidence of intereſt 1 in this view, it is clear, that we 


have nothing to reſt upon but the free grace of God in 


Chriſt, which is our hope and ſtrength, and to ſerve 


bim with all our hearts, irom a ſenſe of this his love to 
us, which conſtrains us to live unto him. How little 
theſe thibgs are regarded, or ſo much as though on 


as neceſſary evidence of faith by many, who think 
they are certified about their ſtate, I leave to FTE, | 


man's conſcience. 
C. 1f any, from a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt, are 


conſtrained to live unto him, this ſuppoſes that they 


1 chat his love is fixed on them, which is 


what 
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what we aſſert, but you deny; therefore what you 
have ſaid touching this point, has no connection 
with your principles, but belongs to ours. 
It is no reflection upon a good man, when he ſeals 
to his diſobedient child his paternal affection, in or- 
der to reclaim him; neither can it be any diſhonour 
to the purity of God, to ſpeak that to the heart of 
ſinners, which he hath declared concerning them in 
his word; and there he calls Ephraim a ſon, though 
an unwiſe ſon, and promiſeth to ranſom them from 
the power of the grave, and redeem them from 
death, Hoſ. xiii, 14. And as God ſpeaketh thus in 
his word concerning ſinners while in their ſins, ſo he 
may reveal the ſame things to their mind while in the 
ſame ſtate, as it is for their recovery, and makes it 
effectual to that end; and it is far more iniquitous. 
to limit the Holy Ghoſt in his operations, than to 
aſſert, that he is graciouſly pleaſed ſometimes to 
ſpeak peace and pardon to the ſoul while in ſin; the 
end of which is ſalvation from ſin, as many have 
experienced. This 1s my comfort in my affliction, for 
thy word hath quickened me, Pſal. cxix. 50. He will 
ſpeak peace unto his people and to his ſaints, but let them 
not return again to folly, Pſalm lxxxv. It is eis 
dent, even trom 2 Pet. chap. 1. that a ſenſe of inte- 
reſt is received directly in obtaining the precious 
faith, through the righteouſneſs of God and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and the bottom of Goſpel con- 
fidence and aſſurance is, as his Divine power hath 
given to us all things that pertain to life and 6 ber 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory 
and virtue, whereby are given to us exceeding great and 
precious promiſes, that by them we may be made partakers 
of the Divine nature. In the belief of this, the Chriſ- 
tian is aſcertained of his right to eternal life, and his 
attaining to it is, in and through Jeſus Chriſt, his 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength ; and the Apoſtle exhorts 
in verſe 5. Befides this (as if he had ſaid, ſtrengthen 
that aſſurance which you have received of your in- 
tereſt in Chriſt through believing) in giving all dili- 
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4 25 ence to add to your Faith, virtue; and to virtue, knows- 
ag 


ez and to knowledge, temperance, &c. This, I humbly 
think, is the natural ſcope and ſenſe of the words, 
neither have I in the leaſt receded from it; but I ſay 
agreeable to the Scriptures, that knowledge of ſpecial 
intereſt is received directly in believing the Divine 
teſtimony, and our external obedience, is only ſo far 
a proof or evidence of this, as it is connected with, 
and flows from faith. Your words appear to me not 
to be all of a piece; for they who ground their al- 
ſurance of a ſpecial intereſt alone on the record of 
God, have nothing for the peace of their mind, and 
foundation of their confidence before Jebovab, but 
Chriſt held out in the promiſe and teſtimony of, God; 
and in proportion to their faith in this truth, they 
are aſſured of eternal life and final ſalvation, in and 
through Jeſus Chriſt, and are from this confidence 
excited to live as the ſons of God, Phil. ii. 16. But 
thoſe who bottom their aſſurance on their own obe- 
dience, are the very contraſt to this; for whatever be 
the thing that aſſures the man of his ſpecial right, 
that very thing is the ground of his hope, and gives 
reſt to his mind, touching his eternal ſtate; and as 
you make your obedience. to the Goſpel precepts 
your direct evidence for Heaven, then it is manifeſt 
you ſeek ſomething elſe beſides Chriſt revealed in the 
word, to comfort and aſſure your minds of eternal 
life; and all the encouragement that your faith draws 
from. the Goſpel report, amounts only to this, that 
it excites to obedience, in hopes of certain ſalvation, 
if we do good works. Thus it removes the ſeverity of 
the law, and gives hopes, that our imperfect doings 
will be accepted, but till works be performed, your 
faith gives no aſſured confidence of acceptance with 
God; but this no ways agrees with the Apoſtle, | 
om. iv. 5. To him that worketh not, hut believeth on 
bim that fuſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is caunted for 
righteouſneſs. It is maniteſt, from the Apoſtle's rea. 
ſoning in this chapter, that evangelical aſſurance of 


eren with God is received by believing, prior 
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to, and ſeparate from, all our perſonal works; and 


if there is no aſſured hope but what is gained in a 
courſe of obedience, then there is no propriety in the 
Apoſtle's reaſoning, and our own works mult be the 
only ground of our rejoicing before God, which is 
contrary to the whole ſcope of the Goſpel. And this 
(brother) ſeems to be the true meaning of your 
words, and is neither more or Jeſs than what thoſe 
faid who are called Armenians; though I - 
think, that both you and many of them ſpeak ſa 
more from a good than a bad defign; viz. Left ſome 
ſhould take liberty to fin from the contrary doctrine, 
as you think ; which is ſo far well in you both; ne- 

vertheleſs, I humbly think, that you ſhould query, 
whether the great ſtir you make for Goſpel obedience 
proceedeth from real love to holineſs, or rather that 


legal ſpirit which is natural to us, and ſtruggleth hard 


for ſomething of its own, to be leſs or morea ground 
ef rejoicing in the preſence of God. Of this we 
have all great reaſon to examine ourſelves; and I 
{ball only add, that the Goſpel faith, which affures. 
the ſoul of ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt, lays the fureſt 
foundation for a holy life, and is the only powerful 
excitement to a heavenly converſation. For the gract 
of God that bringeth ſalvation, teacheth us, that de- 
nying ungodlineſs and wordly luſts, we ſpould live ſoberly, 


 righteouſlly, and godly, in the preſent world, Sc. Titus 


. 


S. Our Lord hath expreſsly ſaid, Matth. x; 22. 
He that endureth unto the end, ſhall be ſaved'; and if 
none but ſuch can be ſaved, then none can know that 
they ſhall be faved, but thoſe that endure unto the 


end; and the account which I have given of the 
Chriſtian faith, is agreeable to the words of Chriſt, 


and is fo far from coinciding, with the Armenians, 
that it is cloſely connected, and is a confirmation of 


a thoſe doctrines of the word which are denied by 


them, viz. Election, particular redemption, original 
fin, irrefiſtible grace, and the perfeverance the 
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C. It is moſt certain, that all who are the ſubjects 
df precious faith, ſhall endure unto the end; and 
they in part know, that nothing ſhall ſeparate them 
from the love of Chriſt, Rom. viii. I make no 
doubt of your aſſenting to theſe points of truth; but 
your notion of faith hath no aſpect upon them as to 
your own ſtate, for you have diveſted ir of all appro- 
priating and intereſting properties; and that faith 
which gives no comfortable views of any ſpecial inte- 
Teſt in thoſe grand points, has no certain and viſible 
connection with them, therefore this belongeth not 
to your faith ; but to the Chriſtian faith, as it appre- 
hends an intereſt in, and reſts on Chriſt, receives in 
him a comfortable view of our being included in all 
the doctrines of grace, and ſhall perſevere unto eter- 
nal glory. 1 Pet. i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father 
e our Lord Feſcs Chrijt, who hath begotten us again to 
à lively hope, (not by our own works, but) by the reſur- 
retftion of Feſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inheritance, 
zncorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
erved in Heaven for you, who are kept by the power 
of God through faith unto ſalvation, and whatever you 
have ſaid, to ſhow the connection betwixt Goſpel 
faith and thoſe doctrines you mention, it makes no- 
thing for you while you propagate that faith, which 
gives no ſpecial intereſt in the word of promiſe, but 
upon the footing of our own works. I know not 
how many works you think muſt be done before a 
perſon may draw a certain concluſion of his ſtate ; 
but I am ſure, that your account differs much from 
the Goſpel, which ſaith, Being juſtified by faith, we 
have peace with God, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Good works, or obedience, are the certain conſe- 
quences of this faith and peace, but not the founda- 
tion of it. For other foundation can no man lay than 
swhat is laid, which is Feſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. iii. 11, 
S. It is indeed certain, that we are in great danger 
of being deceived as to our conſciouſneſs concerning 
the goodneſs of our ſtate as founded on our own 
works; for after all we have done, the only ground 
5 | | a 
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of our unſhaken comfort is, the abſolute free grace 
of God in Chriſt, which is ſet before us in the word; 
and the freedom of Divine grace is ſuch, as to ſuper- 
cede any neceſſity of being at preſent aſcertained as 
to ſpecial intereſt, in order to have a ſufficient en- 
couragement for the relief of our conſcience in the 
' preſence of God; for this is held forth plainly and 
freely in the Goſpel, ſo that we need not be diſtreſſed 
or diſpirited, while it remains to be a faithful ſaying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the world to ſave ſinners. If we can believe this, 
and ſee Jeſus Chriſt to be freely all in all for helpleſs 
and condemned ſinners, we ſhall find refit to our ſouls, 
even when we can find it no where elle, and receive 
ſuch a hope as is ſure and ſtedfaſt, and ſhall be 
taught, yea, conſtrained to love him; cleave to him, 
and ſerve him according to the direction of his word, 
and thereby our faith will be proved to be real, ge- 
nuine, and ſaving. 7 : 
C. I rejoice, brother, that our converſation 1s like 
to come to ſo good an iſſue; for now you have fully 
confirmed all that I have been hinting at; for 
if, after all our own works, we may be deceived in 
- judging favourably of our ſtate, and that the only 
ground of a ſure hope 1s the rich and free mercy of 
God, which reigns through Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal 
life, then it follows, that the teſtimony of God con- 
cerning his Son, is the beſt and only ſure evidence 
of a ſinner's hope, which is enjoyed in believing z 
and when Chriſt is fully received by faith, the ſinner 
is freed from all perplexing concerns abour any thing 
elſe, becauſe they find in Chriſt every thing that 
renders them perſonally accepted with God, in the 
beloved, Eph. i. 6. And all thole who doubt of 
their intereſt in Chriſt, can find no peace in the pre- 
lence of God, while ſuch heſitations remain; for no- 
thing can purge the heart from guilt, and give 
the ſoul boldneis in approaching near to God, but 
the blood of Chriſt ; and when this is applied by the 
Holy Ghoſt, this, and this alone effectually purges 
„ the 
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the conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living 
God, Heb. ix. 14. And the freedom of grace is 
fo far from ſuperceding the preſent view of our own 
intereſt, that it manifeſtly ſuppoſes and encourages 
it; and all theſe doubts and fears which diſtreſs the 
mind,” are entirely owing to our not fully and con- 
ſtantly exerciſing faith on Chriſt, as the Lord our 
righteouſneſs ; and we are encouraged in the Goſpel _ 
to draw near to God, by appropriating faith in the 
Lord Je ſus Chriſt. Heb. x. 21, 22. Having an high 
prieſt over the houſe of God, let us draw near with a 
true heart, in full aſſurance of faith; and thoſe who 
thus believe are ſuch as worſhip God in the Spirit, and 
rejoice in Chriſt Feſus, and have no confidence in the 
Reſp, Phil. iii. 3. And I would conſtruct part of 
what you have now ſaid in this view, ſo that we are 
happily agreed ; therefore nothing remains but that 
we endeavour to h uild upon one another in our moſt holy 
faith, and live to the glory and praiſe of him who hath 
called us out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, 1 Pet. 
. 
5. I thought that you intended to ſupport the po- 
pular notion of aſſurance on your inward feelings, but 
you have endeavoured to eſtabliſh it on your be- 
lieving the teſtimony of God, which has ſomething 
of both legaliſt and Antinomian; as it flows from 
your ſuppoſed inward work, it is connected with the 
former, and as it has no reſpect to future obedience, 
it is allied to the latter; therefore, oppoſed to the 
ſcriptural aſſurance of ſpecial intereſt, which is ob- 
| tained by a continual obſervance of the Goſpel pre- 
cepts; however, I ſhall think on ſome things which 
you have obſerved, and may give you my thoughts 
on them at a more convenient time. | 
C. I efteem it a favour that IJ have had your com- 
- pany ſo long, and the more ſo, if any thing that has 
been hinted, ſhall be thought worthy your conſidera- 
tion, and be made of any uſe to promote that faith 
and love which is the ſum of Chriſtianity, and ſhould 
ever be in full exerciſe to all who look for ſalvation 
b through 
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uma Jeſus Chriſt. Although they differ from us 


in ſome things, which often lies more in words than 
in ſubſtance, through a miſunderſtanding one of an- 
other; an inſtance we have of this in your conſtruc- 
tions upon what I have ſaid; for I have all along ob- 
ſerved, that although true faith flows from a Divine 


principle of life, received when the ſoul is vitally united 


to Chriſt, in effectual calling, yet perſonal aſſurance 
and ſpecial intereſt is neither "founded immediately on 
that received life, nor yet upon the act of believing, 
but directly and ſolcly on the promiſe and teſtimony 
of God. Heb. vi. 17, 18. By two immutable things, in 
which, it "was impefſible for God to lie, we might have 
ſtrong conſolation, wwho have fled for refuge, to lay hold 
on the hope ſet before us. Pialm Ix. 6. God hath ſpoken 
in his holineſs. I will rejoice ; I will divide Schechem; 
Iwill mete out ihe valley of Succothb. And this Divine 
faith is always, in proportion to the degree and ex- 
erciſe of it, productive of reverential fear, and a 
Goſpel converſation; therefore it hath not the leaſt 
tendency to the Neonomian or Antinomian fide. 
And as to our worthy brethren, whom you term po- 
pular preachers, 1 underſtand them as agreeing to 
what I have ſaid; but if ſome of them ſhould fix the 
evidence of perſonal intereſt on the work of God in 
the ſoul, this can be no objection to their Chriſtianity, 
no more than it can be againſt thoſe who ground 
their aſſurance on the external fruits of faith, nor 
thoſe who build it on the teſtimony of God's holy 
word, This is only as if ſome 3 at the ſpring 
head, others at the ſtream flowing from it; and ſome 
drink of the ſame water, but not till it be brought 
into the houſe; however, all are partakers of the ſame 


fountain, and cannot but ſpeak well of it; yet, I 


humbly think, that thoſe who are enabled to rely 
ſolely on the mercy of God, flowing through the 
meritorious righteouſneſs and fulneſs that i is in Chriſt; 
they, I ſay, enjoy the molt pure and permanent 


comfort, and their obedience ſeems to be moſt 


evangelical ; W all thoſe who find peace 
and 
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abd-reſt in the blood of Chriſt, and their confidence 
For eternal life founded alone on God in Chriſt, whe- 
ther aſſurance of ſpecial intereſt ariſes directly from 


belſeving the promiſes, or from the work of God on 
the heart, or from the fruits of grace in their lives, 


it makes nothing- againſt the evidence of their Chriſ- 
tianity; for. where any one, or all of theſe things are 
in reality, it is all of God, and experienced leſs or 

more” by all the ſaints, who acknowledge that the 
whole of their ſalvation is all of free, rich, and ſo- 
vereign grace, reigning through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, and all who are, thus minded; Peace be unto 


ben, and mercy even upon the Iſrael of God; but as 
your time will not admit of any further converſation, 


Ii ſhall only add, that through rich grace, it ſhall be 
amy - carneſt prayer, that God may Tthed abroad his 
Jove in our hearts, that we may abound in love to 
His people of all denominations, without which our 
obedience to the Goſpel will be very defective, and 
we- deltirats of the diſtinguiſhing - characteriſtic of 
Chriſtians. By this ſhall all men know, that you are my 
4 Habe, 15 you Have hs one to A John xii. 3 5. 
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